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Nes 2 that number of the ſons 
Nef ng * which the 
Creator ( a5 fo many Jewels) 
bath laid up in his Trea ary 
from the beginying , for the a- 
dornat ion of the W 4g as that 
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| The Epiſtle 

for the holding forth that Lu- 
cerna Dei to the ſons of men, b 
the light "wbereof the moſt re- 
cluſed Myſteries , both natural 
and divine,may in ſome mea- 
ſure ( ſuch as 3s fit for us to 
know: while we remain in theſe 
earthly tabernacles)be —_ 
red to thoſe diligent & humble 
ſeekers who make it their bu- 
fineſs to ſearch after the know- 
ledge of theCreator in the works 
his hands have made, 

That this was the principall 
end and deſign of the divine 
goodneſs in beſtowing your ſelfe 
upon the world, we are fully 
convinced by thoſe Scintilla- 
tions which our eyes ( dim as 


* they are) have ſeen darted . 
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Dedicatory. 

that uxor ſolis which hath ity 
habitation in your breaft : and 
although we ſhould be fruſtrate 
of our ends in the preſent de. 
fegn,tisan happineſsgreat enough 
that we have lived at ſuch 4 
time,exd in ſuch a place as hath 
given us the opportunity to 
know and be acquainted with 
a man in whoſe beſome God 
hath ſo abundantly ſtored up the 
; treaſures of all ſorts of wiſdom 
| . and knowledge. The main of our 
wiſhes are that we may ſo ac- 
quit our ſelves as that you may 
| havenocanſe to repent of thoſe 
| kindneſſes and reſpe&s where- 
with you have or ſball honour 


Your ſervants, 
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He Goddeſs — the 

1 * * Del e beinꝑ as Des. 
. — Nyrrba, how Man- 
kind Frome away with the over. 
flowing of the Waters, ſhould again 
be feſt and. multiplied , com- 
manded thein to throw over their 
heads. the Bones of their Great 
Mother : the which Oracle they 
rightly interpreted concerning the 
ſtones of the Barth, and thereby 
attained their deſired end; For 
which,cauſe Thewis was afterwards 
accounted the firſt Promulgatrix 
of Laws. Fut without doubt Her 
anſwer was not thus underſtood by 
the ancient Poets, who ſuppoſed 
that ſhe rather meant that Man- 
kind was generated by two ſtones, 
the Male, and the Female, whence 
proceeds the wonderful! multipli- 


cation 
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The Preface. 
cation” of that Golden Medicine? - 
For, the Man Dexcalion , and hie 
Wife Pyrrha are the Gabritins and 
Beia, the Sun and the Moon, which 
two by projection of their Speci- 
fick ſtones can IT even to a 
thouſand. Pyrrha within is ruddy, 
not unlike the colour of Fleſh , al- 
though Her outward garments are 
white, and ſome have named Her 
according to her cloathing : Den- 
| _ is a Lyon, oy! in 5 but 
iritually; not in , but . 
— Crake He 1 170 — 
his Wife that he kils her, and then 
bewraps her with his bloody man- 
tle, But very few have attained- 
the true knowledge of the Oracle; 
ſince moſt men apprehend it to be 
only an Hiſtory , and thence draw 
ſome wholſome Morals, which here 

have no place, neither were they 
ever intended. 

And now this Title is vindicated 


vix. why we call it theGolden Themis 
which 


For ſeeing it is, as much the Pro- 
perty of a man to reaſon, and judi- 
cioully to determine, as it 8 
belongs to a bird to F , Or an horſe 
to run and traverſe the Fields; we 
would not impoſe on any, or ſeem 
to deprive them of their native 
freedome by captivating any ones 
ludgement. 
meas xr hs 9 that 

ing it ſelfe blunt, yet it ſharpens 
—— things; and hong the Steele 
and flint have not actually fire in 
them, yet being ſtruck againſt each 
other, they mutually ſend forth 
ſparkes 3 give me leave (I pra 
thee) to apply. For if thou reaped 


which I Dedicate, to the Courteous 
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any profit hereby, I ſhall think my | 


ſelf to have been ſerviceable. 
Be Candid and Farewell. 
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Vitis darifsimis, ſapientiſ- 

ſimis & verè Philotophis, - 

Fratribuſq; con junctiſſimis | 
R. c 


8. p. D. 
Theod. Verax. 
Theophil. Cælnatus. 


Um oculi noſiri Humun & 
Terrena quelibet deſpicientes, 
in Altum pauld ſublati eſſent, 
aciem colleFis una radins fixerunt , ut 
Celum & Kibera fin minus penetrare,, 
ad illa tamen ſine piaculo collimare 
poſſint 3 etenim apud nos hand leye 
habebatur ſolatium, intueri raptivs,& 
mirari ca que capere non licuit; & 


ſant Æmulatio tantùm pia erat, ed non 


viſt impetn ferri, qud comſultiùt ire 
cherry — * = bumilis 
ſort? pulverem twutd excitaſſet, ſed am- 

bitioſs 


reutur, 
daciæ crimen eluatʒ i 


quodame. eficerimus Triumphe : ſic | 
met eora caſn accepsſa micant & ter- le 
rorem diro inewinntprecipitio. Veriim | 
nos tum Pietate, tum candore ve ' pl 
tanquam alis wiring; expanſe: juſfulti, | 7 
& ſupr2 Livorem ſordid? reptantem, | 4 
G: ſupra eee, inerti pomdene de- 
gravantem, facile eri gemut. 9 
ide, gie, ipſo is veſtibule i. „ 
uam offe: ren augurexurs quodenng; | 
ewimyudicium de nobis feratis, idem „ 
emaluments erit, ſi blandum 5 mox | 
facilem gratulabiznr Fauoremyſi madd | , 
fſewerins, quant? magis miſeri. indige- 
mut, tamth amplior Bencualentie anſa | l 
co. editue. | = 3 
Et vabia ii moleſti , & mobis , 
ingrath efexruc, ſi i capite ad calcem 
rue cauſauu Guerele enarraremus; , 
wiewrq; tamen cum taciturnitas aut | 


ſtultitiæ 
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ſtultitiz fit index, am ſwperbie ur aq 
on at in Scyllam incidamus 
am c buribdim. bu igirur (Pace vo- 
ſtri) Tetam miſeriæ ſeriem breviter 
percurrere, ut inde quietem & ſolamen 
ſper emur ʒ ſiquidem aliquod infortunii 

levamen eſt ærumnas effutive. 
Nobis ſerid penſctantibus Philoſo= 
pbiam 2 Scholis corruptam efſe, & 
quotidie magis horremda quam ipſa 
Africa parturire monſtra, illico terreri 
cepimws , & illam debinc trafare 
per horeui mur ; ecquis enim ſui com- 
pos peBfori ſerpentem admovebit, ut 
vivaciori pungat aculeo ? ecquis (pe- 
rituri inſlar natatoris ) fallaes undi 
attolli optabit ut celerins imum petat, 

ut profundins imaver gaim⸗? 
Iriftoteles , uti & cteri ejuſdem 
facing,” Philoſaphiame noſtrans impo- 
tenti ſug gloriz ſtudio antillare eoe - 
gernnt, & nulla hodie veritas eſſe cre- 
ditur, niſi quam illi invenerunt : ſic 
nobis placita obirudunt, & ſcientie 
avidos adumco ſervituti bamo ine ſcare 
ſolent; 


we 1 41 
Titud; i 40 aliema illi 
in ignomi nia ʒ nec 
ruin, 
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„ #liquardo clariſſumi eruptururas 
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det; qui interim eam 
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habere erg fan +] 2 


calamitatem prope videtur evaſiſſe, 9 
fluporem exculſrt,ad ſe redint. 
Lengwentes fers ſpet noſty as ſeri. 
vos mitiore  humanitatis jubare 
ani maſtic, & in vindemian — 
juſſiftis 5 aded wt libera jam certe eru 
dition pateat Jama: nemo impoſe 


rum Artibas now Ultra figat, vot enim 


eworſf eſtir ubi alii au Ron Bat 
5 — Veluſi ww 
emarra t veſtri.quiuisFacwtate | 
progreſſuey ita C Clementia Panegy-| 
2 & vel inde | licet conje- 
cere vor omni numero ab r- » quia 
tam mites & blandi ii ſole 
Fronten cuntra bunt, . in rugi, 
imſerti am latere volant, qui. ones in 
| partes ſuas trabent, eoſqy, ſatis. cum | 


imperis cogent afſentiri, quibus ad- | 
ariMiment. 
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4 ſam ſola valuit ebuccinare : wobir . 
| avon ſume et ſurfure liceat. tunit Ne 
eri minibui litare , "ques cum (wi par oft) 
arg) re van pojfamune, nebis venerare 


Tobit naw] dam creuremu- 2 
Jui bus eorum Libri ſcatent, 2 — 
Peferremuu z quotieſcunq; en g- 
wu aliquod myſterium tractandum 
venit,id vel dubie et obſcurt abſokount, 


— 


- 


733 Noise err 


LOO * 
— — 


 Phileſophia auen veſtra (uiri eu- 


1 fe 15 — — clariſe 
F. 


[cn Hic vel ſuſpicatui habere poſ- 


— OS | 
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had dubio qui ejuſmodi 


Aus fubitd exoriri flemium 
debatur , & ey no ard 
hunc rele e 

eitè ambitis rateraitam, —— 
Dei gratiâ invenietis; vota veſtra 
non irrita in aerem ar F 


lam primò accendit, eandem in 
2 8 — efli- 
cere & vult | taq; tanto 
flagrare di fer k digse aſcendet 
ad nos liter obtortd face ardens 
induſtria. 

Anditis hiſce, timorem omni fd 
membra modo occupantem abjecimws, 
& quaſt redivivis ſpivitus etiam c 


agiliores rediere; omnia demiqʒ ſupe- 
rato dolore Gratitudinem . 
mai vel ipſo lapſu eim © 


fe flores imbre nonnibil 
tiores evadunt, ed ed ladiite — 
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ene veriſſ mile eſt multos auro 
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tied. ribs ut obſcuritate decigiens 2 : 
wa fs tota dit curticulo i- 
. quod Author ipſe non in- 
tellexit in eo imvenirent ? igitur 
in 2 5 ad. 
m eſs judi efenin [at 
illat qui — Fat illaſ ſunt, * 
etiam, ne 7 ridiculo ſiat, in candew 
provecare* ſortem: it 
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22 miſerie ſocios Tora?” an 


Ne igitur inconſulti babeamur, qui 


| ſpretis Pſeudo-philoſopborum prowiſ- 


foe, toti 7 45 qr amur > — terra 
| Perilis eſſe fates, Aurum tegit, 
' wullis laxuria 75 


tium oculos 
ducant 1 3 . a qui 
Natyr@ ſecreta callext, taciturni ſuxt, 
& tan neſcii, rarilſi Ima audire 
eſt verba, ſcripta fere nulla emittza} 
que Diſcipulos alliciant, imd ſe potiile 
Subducunt, vt magis occultentar, altog; 
flentio vivi ſepeliautur. 


Qocired liquidd conſtat, nemivem, 
licet plurimum ſiudiis — 


poſſe 


proprio Marte arcane ber afin 


1 fal imterpretati veto · 
= nan oe 


gr; 


25 


— 
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wti etiam Epi- 
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tamen texeri, dum ſequaces : gab ddvir 


Fabile In imprimitar, — nullum 
umut etiam 
Duo quuſi unico amimo ad idem tamen 
tontendentes 5 & quid obſtet qud mi- 
ws Fratermitas veſtra Gemellor uno | 
partu edat utpote quan Deut ferunda- | 
vit, frills Tmpoſterune numeroſa, modo 


adbuc vitiauit feillum : 
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wARebgionew attinet, profedd 
| alm eft ac iis qui ex- 
keinem Neu 5 clamitent nibil nom 2 
Natera hroſbrriſſe, per eandem' cagſer- 
Ig niant Natura? 
quicquid werd oft vel aſe fuit, vel ab 
Labil autem, cum nondum eſſe ha- 


beat, det fbi originemz unde ab effrdn 
— 2 — ad 
undi Creatorem aſcendemus: 


0 pref enten: wi qualibes herbs 
Deum. Ari Animalia etiam & min- 
ralis perferutantur dun mira utri- 


enerationem, fortè & Trateſomu- 
22 ſciant bent — 


ft omninum « © «7 Deus ita; qui 
18 os, amen non habet 
riß 
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ul 2 Religio illa ( Religio dicenala 
ſt) 2 per Seũas & Hæreſes nunt di- 
erum tanguan tot vebicula pe rgatur, 
eandem cum illis ruin pos, 
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bras modò repudiavimus, nec fas 


iſt m petere cali 2 0 qui 
pullati incedemus, ive noctem 
deperibimus, quoniam in illa ob- 
dotmire tuto us, & infortu- 
nia nullo vitanda otio per- 
tranſire & ſilentio. Tu interim O 
Cœlum ad Tui accedere, & 


in noGe noſtra ſtellas fac emicere. 


Tu etiam O Terra omnium vera 
mater, ſuſcita Te in aliamq; abeas 
formam, ut nobis opem feras, ſinu 
tuo cadavera amplectere ut den 


reviviſcant. 


derio veſtro conſones, flemen mimi: 
dari & crudeles _— rum occul- 
tare ſiatuiftis, won thied extincti eri- 
ans ; paula & tardivis Lucerna 


noſtra 


hoſtra exſpirabit : etenim 

2 . ” mar pr 
a — now babeatt;' fuds 2d- | 
vorabunt wires ,” quibus Line gwentens | | 

e Naturam & aon 
pojſint ex ellere 5; wos [cilivet propril | 
mann ratun — conabimur, 
gwen Dit oftendete recuſunt 3 adi | 
2 intlefelſi, licet Dom veſtram | 

S. Spiritus indenire nom poſſumut, 
fortaſſis tamen im vicinues hortaus, ſits 
Jutundum, fruitibus orpatum, ambu- 
lachris bine 41 ; inde ir ince- 
dem, & Fonte aqul ce fi Nu. 
ente ftinr levabimys. 

Et j am plane verendum eſt; nd hers | 
limiter excreverit Eyiſtola noftra % 
votum:forſit am placrat, ne pro- 
lixitas nauſcam creet 5 ile erat | 
nobis greſſuum ſiſtere tanto cons | 
citatis; utrunqʒ temen non 7 eadems | 
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1. | Theod. Verax : 
d 05 Theoph. Celnatus. 
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Cel fares are ee 
the Si Satunu, and Auns to faprtery |} - 
and have done her very much honour, 


4 The Myſtories and Lawes 


Oracle, how mankind which had peri- 
ſhed in the Deluge, wight again be reftc 
red as Opid Lib: primo. 


0 Themis, ſew what Art tis that repairs, 
Loft mankind, voutcbafe i. help our ſunk 
affairs. 


This alſo was Allegorically ſpoken 
concerning our Them:s,that ſhe being very 
prudent and more beautiful then all her 
Contemporarics, was beloved of Jupiter; 
but after much ſollicitation he was repul- 
ſed, and all intercourſe broken of, ull at 
length ſhe was ſurprized in Macedonia, 
and forced to be eſpouſed to him, by 
whom ſhe was with childe, and brought 
forch three Daughters; Equity, Juſtice, 
and Peace. She is reported to have had 
by the ſame Jupiter — named Meds 
Fidius or the 1 being Eaichs 
Guardian; whertfore an Oath ſworne by 
his name was ſagred and unalterable: 
and this 4 ity the Roman Patri - 
archs challenged to themſelves as their 
due, becauſe jt was held an execrable 

ching for an ingenious man to be ſor» 


(wang: OY 
_ Altfiough we are confident- that there 


was 


of the Roſecrncians. 5 


was never upon the face of the earth any 
ſuch Themis, who after conſultation re- 
turned that Oracle 3 much leſſe chat ſhe 
was tranſlited into heaven, as the Hea- 
thens ignorantly imagined ; yet we con» 
feſſe that ghe true Idea of Juſtice, or an 
univerſal notion of Vertue may herein 
( though occultly) be inſinuated; for 
out of her ſprings good Laws, and not as 
ſome think out of Vice, which is onely 
a thing accidental. 

This Equity keeps Kingdomes in ſafety, 
Common- wealths and Cities in order 
and laſtly, emproves (mall beginnings to 
a great height and degree of perfection. 

This js is that rule by which men 
oughe to frame their words and actions. 
Polycletus à famous Statuarie made a2 
Book in which was proportionably ex. 

reſſed to the life each member in mans 
y, and he called this a patterne by 
which other Artificers might examine 
and prove their peices. Such Rules in- 
—— are in all Arts and Sciences 
named Axioms, which by d:diftion of 
things from their. principles do righcly 
conclude. 
This Equity doth fo poiſe all our 
manners and actions that they are not 
To B3 ſwayed 


6 The Aiyſteric and Lawer 
ſwayed injuſtice and wickedneſle, 
whereby 35 many inconveniences re 
eſchewed which happily might lead us a+ 
way: For as Luxury and Miet ure the 


cauſes = uſtice hath an- 
nexed to it as an inſeperable cqgapaniog 
lofſe and puniſhment 3 and on che con- 
trary, as Healch renders men moſt happy, 
not onely becauſe of it ſelte, but as it iy 
big with other Benefics : ſo by chis Equl- 
ty, wholcſvme Laws are enadted to the 
reat comfort and advantage of man- 
But þecauſe this is ſo eleure to 
every Rational man, in vaio are words: 
ſpent to demonſtrate it. J 


— — — — — | 
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CHAP. 11. 


Thoſe Laws which the Fawnder of this] . 


Frateryrty preſcribed to the R. C. 
are good and . 

A8 no Rational man can deny the ab- 
ſolute neceſſity of good Laws ; (6 

it is moſt t that ſuch Laws ſhould have 
their due praiſc and t 


| 


ES EE XTET-H-2 Ages MGS r 


N \ 
- - 
SQ 

: 2 * 


2. 


ef the Bofcnmcians 


J 
the ſluggard her be pricked 
arp] to Vere, a A hen 


* 
- 


* 


ave 


has 
be . 
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Seing therefore that theſe Poſitions 


L, laid down by the. Father of the 


honourable Fraternity are worthy of 
2 view, we ſhall truly according to 
their nature, and the advantages men 
way receive ſrom them, Crouu them 
with due commendations, countiu them 
not onely worthy of acceptancey but an 
Encomium. 

Nei ic is moſt reaſonable that every 
Society if it he good, ſhunld be governed 


by good Laws; if otherwiſe, by bad : but 


that this Socie 


is good and lawful, we 
do not onely 


e, but may gather 
cumſtances to which 
reeable. -« 
ſaid concerning . 


Somerhing may 


; 1 their number of fix, which hath very 
hiz] much of perſeſtion in it ſo chat the So- 


an abundance of Laws is not in 

nor yet by the paucity and 
fewneſſe tied up from all liberty. When 
thereate'mulcitudes and great diverſity 
of Laws,” we may probably conjecture 


that there will many crimes and 
enormicies; for he that ficighteth the 
B4 fire l ght 


* 
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fireighe path of Nature and Reaſon, will 
— miſled into many winding 
and labyrnichs before he comes to his 
journeys end. From theſe inconvenĩen- 
ces our Laws are free, as well in quality 
as number; they are voluntary, and 
ſuch to whom all may cafily aſſent as 
moſt Rational. TY 

follow in their order. 

1. Tbet every one of them who ſhall 
travel; guſt profefſe. Medicine and cure 
Gratis. . Wi" "66d 

2. That none of them, notwithſtanding 
|their being of the Featernicyy ſhall be en- 
2 habit 3 but may ſuit chem - 
ſelves to the Cuſtome and Mode of thoſe 
Countries in which they reſide. 

FA That each Brother of the Fraterni» 
ty (hall every yeare upon the day C. male 
his appearance in the place of the holy 
Spirit, or elſe fignife; by Letters the true 
cauſe ob his Ce. eee 

4+ That every Brother (hall-chuſe a 
fic perſon to be his Succtſſour after his 
deceaſe. 

* $. That the word R. C. ſhall be their 
Scale, Character, or Caguiſance. 

6. That this. Fraternity ſhall be con- 

ceal'd an hundred years. * 


eser 


— +» ——_— 


+ 


give anyone a greater light into them: 
In 
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Thè Brethren are ſolemnly ſworm and 
ſtrictly engeged to each other to —— 
obſerve Conditions and lesy- . 
jo all which we ſinde nothing either pre- 
judicial to themſelves, or hurtful and 
injurious-to others ʒ but that they have 
an excellent ſcope and intention, which 
is — of God and the god of their 


N r. We ſhall facthefproſeeute 
thele things, and by. running thorow 
their ſeveral cauſes he cir : 


firſt place, as touching the fiſt 
Author ol cheſe Laaves, it will be worthy 


our conſideration to examine whether 
he had power and authority to mike 
ſuch Laws for himſelſe and others, - and 
of requiring obedience theretoz chen 
who was the Author ? and why bis name 
hath been hitherto concealed 3 | ++» 

It is moſt certain that a Prince whois 
as it were an Head to his Subjects that 
— — power 
Me Nes U | 
otmaking and ratifying of Lawes : For 
chiefly ir belongs to the r, they 
to each King, becauſe they have right to 
govern, Laflly it concerns any Princes or 
Civil Magiſtratet. 

, But 


Learning, 


ware of 
— 


(o were thought to have received An- 
rr 
out ſutable 

he left rules whereby men — 
u ſo chat many afterwards were 
into good manners; for beſore 
bim Latyes were nog written, but the 
tence e cauſe lay in tu 


— Athenians — 
Les from Pracs and Solon; upon | 
they proceeded in all Couru of Judice- 
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ſuch ir birch 
Rab Ala bad the Ca , Perfia had Me» 
ian, India bad Brachemonds, Ætbiopia 


the fs 3 a1 Batirt- 
4 9 Condiad 


2 halle ann 


to himſelſe and 
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in anothers Dioteſſe: But certainly the 


ought to be tranſacted juſt and honeſt 
things z Dut as the combination of the 
the wicked is unlawfal, ſo are thole 
bands that oblige them damnable, whoſe 
truſt and fidelity are but true cheats and 
ſure deceits z their conſtancy but obſtina- 
cy, their oaths curſiags, their rules me · 
thods of villany, their lawes are com · 
marids to wick edneſſe. . | 

Out Author indeed was a private man, 
and no Magiſtrate; but in his particular 
relation he was inveſted with much Au- 
thority, whereby he mi oblige and 
binde others, be both Lord and Father of 
the Sotiety, and the firſt Auchor and 
Founder of this golden Medicine and Fhis 


ſoſophical Order. If any one (hall attempt j 


to uſurpe juriſdiftion over any againſt 
their wills and conſent, he ſhall finde bis, 
labour to be in vaine ; for he muſt needs 
ſuppoſe them to have a prejudice againſt 
ſuch deſignes. fince he playes the Biſhop 


caſe is different here, becauſe by a faire 

relignation they devoted themſelves to 

his comman ck. 

Surely for confirmation we may take 

notice of the Time 4 They have 2 | 
and obſerved for many Ages, Ng +" 
| ot 


» 
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doth not a little ſtrengthen the firſt Au- 
thority; for if you preſcribe Lawes to 
any who were not under ſuch before, and 
and ſuch Lawes continue a long ſeaſon 
unviolated, it will follow that thoſe , 
Lawes being juſt and good may yet en- 
dure : for that nothing hinders, but that 


this private Legiſlative power may be in 


force, being neither contrary to Divine 
or Civil Statutes, the Lawes of Nature, 
any poſitive Law, or Cuſtome of Na- 
tions. 

To ſome it may ſeeme a ſtrange thing 
that our Authors name ſhould not be 
known + to which we anſwer. , 

Our Father indeed hath lien hid as be- 
ing long ſince dead, and his Brethrenal- 
though they live and retaine in Record 
and Memory his Sacced Name; yet be- 


| cauſe of ſome ſecret and weighty cauſes, 


are not willing to have his name or per- 
ſon known. Beſides they have a conti - 
nual ſucceſſion and as from him 
to them ſelves; and they received after- 


| wardsa Lampe from a kndn confede- 


rate and colleague of their Fraternity; 
1 read the Authors ſoule in his -» 
es, view the true Feature in the pict- * 

ure, judge of the truth of the « thy: 
the 


1% -The Myſterier and Lane, 
theeffett ; whoſe a&ions confirme theit alch 
oodaeſſe and fincerity ; their hands art hav 
et with eyes, ſo that their beliefe goet bec. 
. beyond their ſight; whar other me} min 
: fooliſhly and ignorantly think incredible} con 
— 3 chey know to be reall and 5 
e. t 
Shall we deny that thoſe men whe} the 
were choſen and ſelected to be of the Fra | ſpe. 
rernity; were unacquainted with out 2 
Author / Surely they were moſt inti- bs 
mate and familiar with him, and perfor. bea 
med with alacrity what evet he com- 
manded or enjoyned then. 


To thoſe to whom the know- {7 
ledge of him was no benefit, he was not, 
net it neceffary that he ſhould 


be known, unleſſe ſach perſons over curĩ- PO 
ous pryed imo matters which concern 
them not; for as it bel not to us to 
have intelligence what are in . 
tation w the walls of Troy, or wh phe 
Gs 12 grow or give y- 
wet; fo e t they not to 

intermeddle with a e b ch 
Brethren altogether unknomm to chem. bo 
— TE Seer ö — 
Oule, we conclude q chere — 
is fire within. Ant why ſhould not we le 
although 


r cas if wekides him 
ras 
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akhough the Father and the Fraternity 
have not been ſeen by outward eye; yet 
becauſe of their workes,by the eye of our 
mindes diſcern and fatizhe bur ſelves 


concerning them ? We can paſſe a 0 


ment upon a Tree by the fruit, 
the fruit be plucked of; it ſufficeth do 


ſpeake: Whence Socrates ſpake — f 
2 young vertuous man, but one that held 
his peace 3 1 500 ( laid O94 that F 
|beace thee, A diſcovers himfe 
by his 1 a Nightingal —.— 


<a chaunting notes; and w 
a other — according to 
ings, And why4hen cannot we diflin« 
gviſh this our Author from — lid 
Phticions and Lawes, fince it fs the o- 
thers whole deſigne to delude? 

make gain of their tricks ; chat 


would be iarkſome to anther, they cake 
{ pleaſure in, and make a ſport of dangers 


and hazards. 
Our Author is nameleſſt, bue yet wor- 
thy of credit, unknown to the _—_— 


but welt known © hi own 
ſome 


'ask the reaſon of his — 
e know that the Antienc Phi- 
ned chemſelvey happy im a 

private 


ene. 
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private life; and why way not Moderng 
enjoy the (ame priviledge, ſince neceſficy 
may Fat theſe mare upon it then them ? 
The World is now more burdned with 
wickedneſſe and impieties : Indeed the 
whole Creation as it flowed from God 
was enceeding good, but mans fall hath 
- brought a curſe upon the Creatures. Pe- 
- lidoyws had not been ſo credulous, could 
he have foreſeen his Fate; by whole ex- 
ample others have got wildome, they 
dare not entruſt themſelves with the rude 
multitude, but ſecretly do withdra 

- themſelves zfor commonly an handſ 
opportunity makes a Theiſe; and he that 
- expoſes bis treaſures upon an high hill 
to all meus eyes, invites Robbers. Men 
called: Homines have both their name and 
nature ab bume, from. the earth, which 
ſometimes being parched with eutreame 
heat opens; ſometimes ſeemes to bel 
drowned with floods; which depend upon 
the Sun, Winde, Showret, either of them, 
either yeilding no influence at ax. all, ot 
exceeding in their operations. Even ſo 
the minde of man is ot alwayes in the 
ſame condition ; ſometimes it enla { 
it ſęlie in covetouſneſſe, ſomertmes, 
is more pleaſing to it then Vicene, aud 


; 
. 


* 
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lundering is prefer'd before honeſty and 

uſtice. But I would not be thought to 
include all men in this cenſure; for we 
intend onely thoſe who having neither 
reaſon nor learning, do differ very little 
from the brute beaſts, 

Wherefore the Father of this Fraterni- 
ty was not ſo much careful of concealing 
himſelf in reſpe& of bis own intereſt 
but herein he wiſely conſulted the good 
and welfare of his ſucceſſors and the 
whole Fraternity. Shall we eſteeme him 
a wiſe man whois not wiſe for himſelfe ? 
ſa that Ariſtippus, Anaxarchus and many 
others do worthily beare their dit- 
graces. 

Every one by dangerous atcheivements 
and molds exploits can get renown z and 
ſome have grown famous by notorious 
and execrable villanies; As Heroſtratus 
who fired the great Temple of Diana: 
But this our Author and his Succeſſors 
conceale themſelves, very well knowing 
what a fling Honour and Popularity 
carries in the taile of itz not that they 


hate or ſcorne humane Society, but that 
they may as it were at a diftance behold 


the enormities of men, being onely 


1 ſpectators and * actors. Democritus is 


reported 
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reported to have put ont his eyes that he 
might not ſee the vanity and emptineſſe 
of the world in reſpect of goodneſſe and 
vertue, and its fulneſſe of deceit, luxury, 
and all vice: But our Author and his 
Succeſſots have taken a very wiſe courſe 
to conceale themſelves : no man that 


would exactly ſee an object, will fixe both 


his eyes upon it; neither will a wiſe man 


put himfelfe into the hands of either 
Mercury or Mars, they being Patrons of 
Theifes and Robbers; neicher will he 
entruſt himſelfe with Jupiter or Apoll, 
fince that the one is armed with thunder 
bolts, the other with arrowes, by which 
the unfortunate Hyacintbut periſhed, and 
was Metamorphoſed into a flower bear- 
ring his name. 


CHAP, 


AP, 
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CH Ap. III. 


Concerning the general intent and 
effect of theſe Lawes with the par- 
ticular Circumſtances of Place, 
Time, Meanes, and the End, 


4 have already at large diſcourſed 
of the maker and efficient cauſe 
of theſe Lawes; now we ſhall treat of 
their Effects and Circumſtances. 

That is properly termed an effect 
which in all points agrees with ics cauſe 3 
bo that if our Author was an upright 
man, theſe Lawes which flow from him 
ſhall likewiſe be good, it being a very rare 
thing to ſee a vertuous oft-ſpring degene- 
rate from their Parents and Anceſtors. 

It is evident enough. that theſe Lawes 
do anſwer their intention, by that ordet 
and firme knot of friendſhip which yet 
continues amongſt that Honorable So- 

C2 Ciety 3 
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ciety ; for if Reaſon, Nature, and Truth, 
had not juſtified their proceedings, 
doubtleſſe they had long ſince been ruin» 
ed and come to nothing. Many indeed 
aime well, but yet hitnot the marke; and 
we know that a ſudden ſtorme croſſes the 
endeavour and deſire of the Mariner in 
arriving at his ſafe Haven: even fo he 
that ſets himſelfe to any noble exploit, 
ſhall finde blocks in his way; and if he 
goes thorow with ir,God ſhould have due 
thankes by whoſe providence and bleſ- 
fing he obtaines ſo happy an iſſue, 

Hitherto theſe es have not re- 
pented of their condition, neither will 
they ever, being ſervants to the King of 
Kings, all the fruits of their labours they 
diedicate to him. Religion with them is 
in greater eſteeme then any thing in the 
World ; as well in the Book of nature 
as the written word they read and ſtudy 
Gods Omnipotency, his Providence and 
bis Mercy; they account it their duty to 
— * and relieve the poor and op- 
pre ; and ſurely ſuch actions become 

riſtians; ſo unworthy a thing it is 
| that Heathens and Turkes ſhould out- 
firipeus in them 


It is not neceſſary that any ſhould 
* ; knoy 


- 
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know their place of meeting, but they 
whom it properly concerns. We are 
ſure that it is not in Utopia, or amongſt 
the Tartars, but by chance in the middle - 
of Germany; for Europe ſeemes to re- 
ſemble a Virgin, and Germany to be her. 
belly; ic is not decent that a Virgin 
ſhould diſcover her ſelfe, left ſhe rather 
be accounted a Strumpet then a Virgin 
let it ſuffice that we know her not to be - 
barren ; to have conceived, yea and 
brought forth this happy Fraternity : - 
alchough hers is a Virgin-wombe, yet - 
ſhe have ceem'd with many rare and un- 
known Arts and Sciences. We meane 
Germany which at preſent flowriſheth 
and aboundeth with Roſes and Lilies,' 
growing in Philoſophical gardens where + 


no rude hand can crop or ſpoile them. 


The Heſperian Nymphs have their a- 
bode here; Ægle, Heretuſa, and Heſpre- 
tuſa, with their golden boughes, leſt they 
againe become a prey to Hercules, are 
here ſecured. Here are Geryons vaſt bulls 
in faire and ſafe paſtures ; neither Cacus, 
nor any malicious perſon can ſteale or 
perſecute them. Who can deny that the 
Golden Fleece is here, or the princely 
Garden of Mars and Aeta who is feigned 

C3 to 


22 The Myſteries and Lame: 


to be Son of Phabus and Phaetons Brother? 
here are fed the ſheep and oxen of the 
Sun called Pecudes, whence is derived the 
word Pecunia, Money the Queen of the 
World. 

It would be to no purpoſe to ſpeake of 
the meanes by which theſe things have 
been deduced from their firſt Author; 
ſince that the Brethren in their Book en- 
. tituled their Fame and Confeſſion, and 

in other writing have at large declared 
chem. He brought them firii from Ara- 
-bie into Germany his native Country, and 
then deſigned to make up the Fraternity 
and theſe made the firſt part of the Book 
. - called M. of which there is fo much men- 


tion in their Fama; which was afterward 


; tranſlated out of Arabicke into Latme ; 
, + out of which Book M. they learned many 
, « Myſteries, and in it as in a glaſſe they 


q . Clearely ſaw the Anatomy and Idea of 
„the Univerſe : And doubtleſſe ſhortly 
» - they will let the Bock M. come abroad 


into the World, that thoſe who cover 
after knowledge may receive ſatĩs faction 
,.nay I confidently believe that happy day 
to be at hand; ſo may we judge of the 
Lion by his Paw; for as the «bbings 
and flowings of the Sea (as Bofilins Va- 
lentinus 


| 
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lentinus reports) doth carry much wealth 
to divers Kingdomes; ſo theſe ſecrets. 
comigg into publicke view, having much. 
in them of the Worlds Harmony ſo much. 
admired by Pythagoras, may yeild us no- 
leſſe profit and content. 

Neither hath ic been ever known that. 
two have been ſo much alike as this to- 


the M. yes this F. is the M. neither muſt- - + 


we expect another M. 

The end for which theſe Lawes were 
made was the common good and benefir 
which partly belongs to the Brethren 
— 2 and partly reſpects others, 
either in their mindes or bodies to the 
furniſhing of that with knowledge, and 
to the remedying of the diſeaſes of the 
other; for they being ambitious to 
profit and advantage others, have taken 
a courſe ſutable to their intentions. 

But if any ſhall object and ſay that they 
have not conſulted their own ſafety, 
theſe things will confute; as alſo that 
they have endeavoured the good and 
welfare of others. 

In chis caſe the ſcales hang very even, 
inclining neither to the one nor other, 
and the firſt Unity is equivalent to the 
fifth, or ſecond and third linked together; 

C4 every 
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every one( as the Proverbe hath ir) will 

chriſten his own childe firſt; and Rivers 

( as the Wiſeman ſpeakes ) ſtreame not 
out, unleſſe the fountaine is full; he 
« gives beſt, that gives ſo to one that he 
may give oftentimes. 

But when were theſe Lawes firſt pro- 
mulgated, you may learne out of the Fa- 
ma by chance about the yeare 1413! 
If he was borne in the yeare 1398. and 
«travelled at 16. yeares of age, he was out 
6. yeares, and returned at the end of8, 
but expected 5̃. yeares before he brought 
his buſineſſe to any end, and gave hi: 
 Lawes : But theſe things are rather 

- . conjeQural then certaine, in regard that 
-we want the Hiftory in which they are 
diſtinctly ſet down. 


CHAP, 


y 4 
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CHAP. IV. 


Of the Firſt Law, and the — of 
Medicine above other Arti, to whic 
the Brethren are devoted. 


E are now come to treat more 
particularly of each Law, and we 
will begin with the firſt, viz. 

That whoever of them ſhall travel, 
muſt profefſe Medicine and cure gratis 
without any reward, 

Neceſtity hath forced men to invent 
Arts for their help; curioſity hath ſer 
others on worke to fſatisfie Fancy, and 
luxury hath not been idle in ſeeking out 
meanes to pleaſe it ſelfe: Now amongft 
theſe Arts and Inventions, ſome are more 
noble and excellent, both in reſpe& of 
themſelves, as alſo inthe eftimation of 
men. Do not we count it a Divine and 
Majeftical thing to govern ? what more 
glorious then to wage War with -_ 

celle ⁊ 
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ceſſe? There are Merchants, Handi. _ 
craftſmen, aud Husbandmen, in a Com. * 
mon wealth, and every one acts in hi 
proper ſphere. In any profound point 
in Divinity we conſult the able Clergy; 
in a doubtful and fubtile caſe we go to 
an able and honeſt Lawyer; in deſperate o n 
lickneſſe we ſreke to an experienced and 


learned Phylitian: But Medicine ſeem vo 
deſervedly to have the preheminence ion 


for a Phyſitian in ſickneſſe governes the 
Emperour, preſcribes Rules and Directi- Ai 
ons which the Lawyer cannot do; Nat 
the Lawgiver being preſent, the Law hath elfe 
no force, and may be changed and alte. b. . 
red at his pleaſure who firſt inſti tuted ſo . 
them. The 

The Phyſitian likewiſe hghes wich che ic. 
diſeaſes of mans body, and hach ſbarpe FR 
battels with chem, he overcomes to pres Kin 
ſerving or reſtoring health almoſt loft h 
and decayed. Hence, Araftoile health the 
amougſt dioſe things in which all men ck 
agree; for every one knowes that it is in 
beſt, and delires to be well, and in the cle: 
uext place to be rich and wealchy. fick 

Wherefore a Phyfatians employment hut 
is ſo far from being contemptible, that it 


is concerned in a mans cheifeſt ourward | gc 
good 
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— zood and happineſſe, in maintainin 
Some peach and caring diſeaſes. God at 

in ig} cated man; Nature Gods handmaid 
Panty nduceth to the generation of him from 
erg / ne ſeed of both Sexes; and it is the Phy- 
Bo ta iians office to recover man di ſeaſed, and 
— o reſtore him to his native health, ſo that 
( his Art hath much in it of Divinity, 
cem ying the ſame ſubje& with the Crea- 
NCE ion and Generation, viz. Man who be- 
A the g. created after the Image of God, was 
recti js by Creation, being begotten was 
x WNatures by Generation; nay Chriſt him- 
bath feiſe being incarnate did not diſdain to 
de as well as the Phyfitian of the ſoule, 
tuteſſo alſo to be the Phyfitian of the body 
ze Prophets amongſt the Iſraclitespra- 
i the [4 iced Phyſick, The Prieſts amongft the 
Aue Fgyprians out of whoſe number the 
Pe ¶ Kings were choſen. Lafily great Princes 
— have ſludied this Art, not covetouſly for . 
ith ſthe reward, but that they might help the 
IN [{icke. We have heard of ſome who ha- 
ICH | ring ſlaine many in a juſt War, yet to 
the cleare themſelves have freely given Phy- 
lick, doing good to men to expiate the 
ent hurt they had formerly done. 

TIC] Wherefore ſince the Profeſſion of Phy- 


oy lick is ſo high ſo noble and ſacred, we 
need 


- 


. Medicine is Prometheus his fire which by 
the aſſiſtance of Minerva he ſtole from the 
Sun, ind conveyed it into man; although 
- diſeaſes and maladies were afterwards by 
the gods ( as the Poets feigne ) inflicted 

on 
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need not admire that amongſt other m 
and Sciences in which they excell, th 
Brethren of the Honourable 
ſhould chuſe and prefer this above th 
all. I confidently believe chat th 
knowing the moſt intimate ſecrets of N 
ture, can naturally produce very ſtran 
effects, which may as much amaze an i 
norant Spectator as the Gorgens h 
bu Medicine was dearer to them, as be 
of moſt profit and greateſt value. 

But ſome perhaps may exclaime agai 
theſe Brethren, ſaying that they are 
Phyſicians, but meere Empericks who is| con 
trude upon Phyfick : Such indeed ſhoull] kin 
firſt look at home, and then abroad. to 


had their education, but yet they an anc 
great Schollars; not freſh or rawe in| cor 
profound learning, but the greateſt pro} of 


, ficients. They compound that Medicine for 
« Which they adminiſter, it being as it wen dit 


the marrow of the great World. 
To ſpeake yet more plainely, their 
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gon men, yet the Balſome of Nature was 
Amore powerful then the diftempers :. - 
his fire was ſpread over all the World- 
henſconducing to the good both of body and 
mind, in freeing the one from infirmities, 
f Na{the other from greivous paſſions ; for: 
range nothing doth more chear and make glad 
an igſ the keart of man then this Univerſal Me- 
heady dicine; precious ſtones wrought into 
being ſubtile powder, and leafe-gold are the 
+ {Ingredients of this powder commonly 
gain called Edel beriz pulver: Æſchilus doth- 
e na attribute the invention of Pyremancy, the 
10 irſ compoſition of Medicines, the firſt wor- 
ou king, upon Gold, Iron, and other mettals, 
ad. to Prometheus; hence the Athenians ere- - 
hav Red an Altar common to him, Ualcas- 
an and Pallas, confidering how much fire. 
re in conduced to the finding out of the ſecrets - 


pro of nature: But we muft know that a 
cine} fourfold fire is required to bring this Me- 
were] dicine to perfection, and if one of them 


W is wanting, the whole labour is loft. - . 
eit 
1 by 
| the C H A P. 
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ted 


On 
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CHAp. V. 


That the Cure of diſeaſes by ſpecifick 
remedies of occult quality,which th: 


Fraternity uſeth, is moſt ſutabl, 
to mans Nature, and prevalent 4. 


gainſt all diſtempers. 
E muft not by what hath been hi- 


\ y therto ſpoken ſuppoſe that the 
Brethren ufe Medicines which are not nas 
tural; for they have Vegetables and Mi- 
nerals, but they having a true know- 
ledge of the ſecret and occult operation 
ef things, know what will be moſt effe- 
Qual for their purpoſe. 

They have their Pancbreſta, their Poly 
chreſta, their Manus Chriſti, and other 
great titles; their Narcoticas and Alex- 
ipbarmaca, of which Galen and others do 
much boaſt, thinking them a preſent help 
at a dead lift; and to colour their cheats, 


ſtrictly command that none ſhall either 
pre- 


co 
m 
Ac 
of 
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reſcribe or give them without a large 
”y as if the price added vertue to them, 
and the effect did much depend upon the 
coft. 

The Brethren alſo have variety of Me- 
dicines; ſome called Kings, ſome Prin- 
ces, ſome Nobles, and others Knights, 
each one being denominated according 
to its excellency and worth: But we 
muſt take notice that they preſcribe not 
according to the purſe, but the infirmity 
of the Patient; neither do they deſire 
a reward before hand ; they. likewiſe fic 
not a childes ſhoe to an old man, becauſe 
a due proportion ought to be carefully 
obſerved ;a dram is ſufficient for the one, 
and an ounce of the ſame Medicine for 
the other. Who would not think it ab- 
ſurd to apply the ſame Plaifter to the 
hardned and brawny hand of a Plow- 
man, and to the delicate and neat hand 
of a Schollar or Gentleman ? 

He chat practiſeth Phyfick aright doth 
confider the different temper of perſons 
in the ſame diſeaſe, as a learned Judge 
doth not alwayes give the ſame judge- 
ment in the ſame cauſe, which circum- 
ſtances may very much alter: The Bre- 


| thren look chicfly to the conftjtution of 


the 
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the Patient, and do accordingly pre- 
ſcribe, 

They have in all things experience to 
confirme their knowledge they uſe very 
choice Vegetables which they gather 
when they are impregnated with heaven» 
ly influences, not d:Juded with com- 
mon idle Aftrological notions, but cer- 
tainly knowing at what time they have 
received a ſignature effectual to ſuch an 
end ; and they apply theſe Vegetables to 
_ diſeaſes for which they were inten- 

co, 

It is a moſt irrational thing when na« 
ture hath afforded us fimple Medicines 
to correct and amend its deficiences, that 
we ſhould mixe and compound with qua- 
lities hot, cold, moiſt, and dry, ſo that 
one Specifick being perhaps ſecretly of a 


contrary operation to another ingre- 


dient, the proper vertues of both, it not 
loſt, yet are much diminiſhed. 

The Galeniſts ſay that the firſt Quali- 
ties do alter, that the ſecond do either 
thicken or attenuate, and ſo fooliſhly and 
ignorantly of the reſt: Whereas each 
Vegetable hath in it vertue eſſentially to 
chaſe away that diſeaſe to which it may 
rightly be applied. It is here in Medicine 

as 


| 
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a$ in an Army, if each Souldier falls out 
wich the other, or they mutiny againſt 
their Commandet, the enemy gets 
firength, and makes uſe of their weapons 
to ſlay them. . 

Some may ask, what Is here meant by 

ifice * I anſter that I intend that 
ich the illicerate Galeniſts calls an oc- 
cult Quality, becauſe it is neither hot; 
cold, woll, nor dry. ; becauſe indeed 
true profound knowledge was above 
their reach or underſtanding. 

Valeſcus de Taranta, lib. 2. cap. 12. 
defines or deſcribes the Galenics! occult 


Quality. A queſtion is ſtarted how a 


Locuſt hanged about the neck doth cure 
aQuarcane ? To which they anſwer, 
that if theſe Empirical Medicines have 
any ſuch vertue, they have it from their 
occult Quality, which contains the Spe- 


ciick form of the diftemper conjoined - 


with the influence of the Stars: but then 
we may ask what that totall propriety is? 
Averrboes calls ica Complexion; others 
ſay that it is the ſubſtantial form of 2 

nd body ; ſome will have it to be 
the whole mixture, viz. The Form, the 
Matter, and Complexion, which Avicen- 
hs names the =_ ſubſtance, . = 
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faid that a body hath neither operation | 
from the Matter nor Quality, but the 
whole Subſtance or Compoſition, 
But to ſpeak truely and clearly as it 
becomes Philpſophers, we hold that ther . 
+ is a natural vertue and certain ,predefti- 41 
nation flowing from the influence of hea · j 
N vey bodies, ſo particularly diſpoſing 
the Form to be introduced, that it ĩs (as it the 
, were determined to · ĩts proper obj 
whereby after due preparation of the 
matter, and conjunction of the form, the ur 
- Whole Subſtance or mixed body neceſſa- 
rily produces a proportionable effect 
Avicenna ps meant thus 
—— won - 83 De C 
terilitatis, (al t the peculiar pro 
priety of a thing is its nature which pro — 
ceeds from the right diſpoſition o 
parts to be mixed, and this is called 
occult Quality, to moſt men unknown 
becauſe of its difficulty, Hence it 
that Nature is fliled a Complexion, 
becauſe itis ſoproperly, and found ow 
by reaſon, its ſecrets being onely diſco 
vered by experiment and practice: by 
this the underftanding knows chat er 
perienceis above reaſon; becauſe then ther 
are ſo many experiments of which w.  þ 
cal 


- 
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= can give no rational account, nor finde 
out any method to ſatitſie our ſelves 
1 concerning them. 


n By what hach hitherto been ſpoken, it 
efti plainly appears that che whole propriety 


of any thing is not the Complexion ; for 
i it were ſo, all things which haye the 
ſame proptiety, would conſequently have 
the ſame complexion, which is falſe ; for- 
che Rubarb and Tamarinds from their whole 
propriety do attract and draw choler, - 
2 and yet are not of the ſame complex ion. 
Thus V2leſcus. 
It is therefore evident that the truc 
— of Medicinal things is onely 
own by experiment. and not by the 
Pro falſe Galenical rules of Art, which do not 
* inp us light into the nature of any 
| 


le. For inſtance, conſider the Roſe, 
t ſends forth a moſt pleaſant perfume, 
and is of a ruddy lovely colour, not in 
i reſpe& of the Quality cold and dry, but 
chat proper vertae eſſentially in it; 
| ©) neither can there be any deduftion from 
iſco moſe Qualities being not ſubject to Taft, 
to Feeling, to Hearing, and conſequantly - 
Ce) none at all, becauſe Specifics have anoy · 
then! ther ori 


gina). 
How are the firſt Qualities obſerved 2 
D3 not 
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not from their eſſence and nature, but ax} U 
ſeriſe diſcovers them , whence reaſon| th 
draws a concluſion : But we fee not 
how reaſon canderermine concerning the thi 
- — of · a Roſe, whether it is hoy, Ph 
cold, moiſt, and dry, unleſſe ic hath been] 39 
. Infogned by the ſenſes, as by the colour, l; 
- ſent, caſte, or touch. f a 
But theſe Rules are altogether uncer-| bac 
tain and fallacious, and there are mom i 
experiments to overthrow then to con» wh 
firme them; for who dare affirm that all] tim 
cold things have no ſent, that all hot} in 
things have — that all ſented thingſ 4) 
are hot, that all chat have no ſent el 
cold; or that white, things are cold c 
hot,thac red things are hotter then white I 
or contrarily that bitter things are hoy] her 
narcotick cold? Nc. for Opixm, the ſpirit} dm 
ef wine, the Roſe and more things will I 
confute ſuch an opinion; ſo that the icit 
Qualities do depend upon ſuch unce mufl 
tainties in reſpect of every ſimple, that i V* f 
is far better to truſt to experience u (crip 
ſearch into the ſecrets of Nature, che Nea 
vainly ro trifle away time in gathering] Batu 
the ſecond Qualities from the El, AI bach 
the chird from the ſecond, or to g lecre 
reaſon by ſenſe 3 a thing moſt ridiculoug® re 
0 
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unleſſe it be in the cure of diſeaſes where 
aſon the Qualities are in confuſion. 
na When the Zgyptians underftood this, 
g the] they ſtudied and moſt eſteemed of that 
hot] Phyſick which was experimental, and - 
been not notional; and therefore they uſed to 
our] place their Sick perſon in the ſtreets, that 
Hany one of the people that paſſed by 
bad laboured under the ſame diſeaſe, he 
mon might cell the Specitick remedy vtith 
con-: which he was cured; whence it ſome- 
it alll times ſo falle qut that an old woman or 
hol zn Emperick in ſome certain diſeaſes 
ning] may effect more by one proper ſpecifick, 
t an then many Phyficians by their methods 
Id off ind Jong courſes. 
bite) I would not be miſunderftood, as if 
goal there were no judgement to be uſed in the 
Cry) dminiftration of Phy ſick, but that ex- 
will perience ſhould be the onely guide; Me- 
. icine whether ſpeculative 1 
1cerd muſt concur and meet in truth: I ſay 
lat il ve muſt not as to the invention or pre- 
ol ſcription of Phyſick truſt too much to 
Reaſon enformed falſly concerning che 
nature of things, but when experience 
tath confirmed us in myſteries and 
8 ſecrets, becauſe reaſon is too weal · ſighted 
Tout reach them, we muſt not perverſly ſlighe 
elk D chem, 


c 
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them, diſeſlerming enviouſſy what we 
cannot attain. | 
Ido not account him 4 rational Phy- 
ſit ian who hath onely a large ſcrawle at 
bill of Simples in his memory, and can 
diftinftly tel} you what are hot in the 
firſt degree, hat in the ſecond, what in 
the third,and can run thorow the ſecond 
lities and third; and it at any tim: 
he is called to a Patient, from this rabble 
a from the belly of the Trejane hor 
iſſue many Receipts, many bands, when 
he is ignorant of the moſt inconſiderat 
Simple, and knows not how rightly 
| y it: Shallnot he who underftar 
and is well acquainted with his 
cines,be of more repiite ? A few ſelel 
tions that are infallibleand e pl 
o the cure, are of more worth t 
a rude multitude of Galenice/ Receipts.” 
We have indeed now fo great var of 
of Medicines, that it a Phyf to 
more to chuſe what is beſt then to inveng] tui 
for it is not the abundance of remedi ' 
that overcomes a diſeaſe, but the v eri 
method, order, and choice of time an 
place, that give ſucceſſe. 
We read in Hiſtories of the couray 
gnd'4kil} of a Spartene Ming, who wid 
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t we| band of 400. ſtout Lacedemonians 
ſed the freight by _ Xerxes hou 

an 1700000. and 

| — there a great ſlaughter of them; 
{ when the inſulting Perſian boaſted that 
they would cloſe the Sun with their ar- 
rows z the Spartaine King anſwered chat 

then we will fight in the ſhaddow. 
By theſe examples it a thata 
— 2 — ar 
van - mu]- 

inde A why held why ace eee 
dh] reme receipes? 
| Some have N an Army is «hh 
a pleat that hath an hundred thouſand , 
ind if the number exceeds, it will 
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LE 2 and learned by 


them 1 Ar 
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41 other Phyſitians- 2 chal 
lenge, as indeed they 
reward ; yet. the Brethi core 
gratis, not valuing money. 


read in Hiſtory chat t 
ſons, Kings and Princes, ger 


not onel Ber . them a conlly 


Eraffratu f Faun 0. of 
tiochus, vc. his love our his abe 4. 
of which he recovered him, and 8 
of his Son Pialom an hundred Talen 
Democides reftores the Tyrant Poherete 
for tro Talents of Gold; The ſame 
perſon for curing Darius had given * 
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Irn 
— 


ve indeed confider to how — ip rmi- 
Phy 
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him av tich chaine of Gold, and two 


tian to Leyrs the ſecond King of France, 
had $0000. Crowes yearely paid him; 
and Thaddexs the Florentine got 350 
Crownes daily, travelling up and down 
to cure the ſicke. 1 4 
The reward and gaines Phyſick bring - 


employ all their time and |; 4 
who for the moſt part look more to che 
aſe: chen, haakh of their hbour, 
and good of the Common-wealch ; - If 
ties we are ſubjeft, we ſhall flick 
tobe as n as food and raiment; 
and then able Fhyſitians are to be; 

for, who may Judicioufly adminifter it ; 
but no wan will employ all his paines, 


| coft, and labour, inthat of which he ſhall 
reap no harveſt z' who will be another 
ſervant for no wages? Will a Lawyer 


plead without his Fee? neither is there 
any injundtion or law to command and 
oblige a Doctor to cure for nothing. It 
would be very hard and put, if any 
man ſbould be forced to give away what 
properly belongs: to him. Menecrates 
the Sy ccuſen had nothing for his ** 
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EE , bue ded Divinity z he would be 
— * * 
was worſe then if — . — 


ward ſutable to his C 
The — 


a Fee, that SP ſtomeic 3 fo farfrom 
vain glory of their ſucceſſe, that they 
will nat have ſuch a favour ackno - 
ledged. They have not one Medicine 
— — oh 
t 

ting, c in afflictĩon, and relies 
vers of the poor 3 Their labous is their 
reward, their paines to them gain ; na 

Mica or other Vermine can diminiſtrcheis 
no Dragon or wild Beaft can either 
or exhauit their Fountain. | 
Cellut Lib. 16 Cap. 10. tella us of 
Phila a Phyſician, ho found out certain 
Medirines which he called The Hande 
the gear but this great Title was but a 
Tvie hung out for a ſhew to take the eyes 
of the Spectatours, to ſurpriſe the cares 


of the rs, which — more 
then they perfurmed;, and ra cher deludei 
then helped any, having a glorions cars 
fide, but within deegs-and' corrupt? Buy 
the Brechten although they have che moſl 
ccacipus Medicines in the World, 2 
715 
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they had rather conceal the Vertues then 
boaſt of them; their Powders. perhaps 
may be accounted à little Cinaber or 
ſome {light tute, but they effe& more 
then ſeems to be expected from them: 
They poſſeſſe che Phalaia and Aſs of Re» 
filius, the Nepenthes. that drives away ſor- 
row of Hamer and Triſmegiftas, the Qynt- 
mens of Gold, the fountain of Japiter 
Hemmon, which at night is hot, at noon 
is cold, lukewarme ac ſun riſing and ſet - 
ting; for they contemn gaines and in- 
come by their poſſeſſion,. naither are they 
enticed with Hongur or Preſerment 3 
they. are not ſo overſeen as one of whom 
Tully ſpeakes, who. wrote againft others 
a flectation ol eſteeme, laced his 
name in the Frontiſpeice of his that 
he might be more knomn they embrace 
ſecurity, and are not buried but live and 
are ative in fence. 
la not this a rare Society of men who 
are injurious to none, but ſeek the good 
and happineſſe of all, giving to each 
on what appertains to him ? Theſe 
hren do not adore therifing Sun, 
meere Parafites,who conforme themſelves 
to the becks of great men, their words 
and actions are mazked with cheater, 


8 
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12 E is reported that the Statue of Diana 
. by Art was ſo framed, that if a preſent was 
br to her by a me, ſhe would | = 
ſhew a cheareful and pleafing counte- 
nance ; but if any one came empty ſhe 
frowned, was angry, and ſeemed to 
. threaten: even fo is the whole World, 
wherein all things are ſubjc& to Gold; 
this duſt of the earth is of no value with | 
them, becauſe thoſe things are low in 
their eyes which others much adore, 
They had rather finde out a M in 
Nature then a Mine ; and as Gold ſerves 
to help forward their ſtudles, ſo they 
, efteeme of it: wiſh and are ambi- 
. — 72 wherein * 
- was fo enty at Jeruſalem as tiles 
on 44 Loy Grnlfohcnns as floneg 
in theftfeet; ſo in the golden age its 
uſe was not known; men were contented 
with what Nature freely afforded them 
living friendly under the Government 
C the father of the family, without broiles, 
* ,* luxuryypride, much lefſe war, 
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a | rick, and for the Apotbecaries gain 


nde. VI. 
. - 
Abuſes in Medicine cenſured ; as the 


long bills for oſtentation, that the 
Phyſitian may not ſceme an Empe- 


without reſpe to the benefit. 
purſe of the diſeaſed, when a few 
choice Simples might do the cure. 


* 
FE daily ſee how many weeds 
ſprung from Gold, have and do 
ſtill — ＋ ——— World; it hath 
not onely ov wn Cities, deſtroyed 
— wealthet, but alſo hath corrup- 
ted the Arts, and of Liberal made them 


almoſt Servil. 


Ler usa little (paſſing by the reft ) caſt 


our eyes upen Medicine, i br ſtreames 


the further they have run from the Foun- 
tain, the more dirt and mire they have 
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drunk up, and now at laſt they are full 
ſtanch and filthineſſe. We before hay 
Nature is contented with a lit 
tle, which holds good as well in ficknefle 
as in health; for the pp ore ſimple diet is, 
«the eaſier it is dige fl, becauſe it is bard 
to turn many heterogeneous things into 
one ſubſtance: ſo likewiſe in diſeaſes, 
che variety of Ingredients diftra&s, if not 
totally hinders Nature in her operation, 
in regard ſhe ſtruggles not onely with the 
inficmity but the very remedy ; and how 
can thoſe things which are oppoſite and 
git among themſelves, procure and 
mainttin peace? 
We e that a judicious co 
tion is necefſary, becauſe one fimple ſpe 


cifick confer to the cure of com- 
plicated.diiempers ; fo cht more ple! 


urũted may eſlect that which one dd 
not 3 neither would we be ſo 
—— to queſtion ſo good and requi- 

— n bord, — 

That which we complain of is the 
multitude of Onmium gatberum put — 
ther of Hearbs, Roots, Seeds, Flowers, 
Fruits, Barkes, hot or cold, in the firſt, 
ſecoyd, and chird, degree 3 ſo that you 
ſhall have chirty, forry, hm 
ents 
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dients in one Receipt, to ſhew the Me- 
mor and Art of a dull and blockiſh 
and to help the knaviſh Apo- 
— who extolls his gain for lear- 
—_ the quick utterance of his drugs 
for experimengal knowledge. 
On the contrary, if any onemakin 
conſcience of what he. — 
cribe 'a few | Fn and approved 
imples ( as that famous Crate did, 
ſitian to three Ceſars) he hal be hy 
an Ignoramins, it nota meer Empy 
although he excel! thoſe Recriprmon> 
gers by far in all parts or learni 


Take notice how the . 
light a ſhort ch effetual Bill, be- 
cauſe it brings in 11 tele proſit; butiif fag 
receive one a Jong, 
| themſelves; and thus the patient pays 
for his ſickneſſe, when if he —5 
purſe will be ſick. 

Conſider how in jurious theſe are to 
each perſon and the Common wealck ; 
by deſtroying che one they diminiſh the 
other; for M they remain, yet are they 
but, poor members thereof; the diſeaſe is 
protracted by the con of Medi- 

and Nature weakned : Me account 


;Wwhen a Rraight way che 
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which" may aſſiſt and ſtrengthen Nature 


| 


the wood, for haſte to countermarch and 
make” windings which may corifoind 
and: het further: multitude breeds in 
moſt things confuſion, but eſpecially in 
Medicine, vrhen the effences of Simples are 

not known. — $4 
We may fetck examples to confirthe 
this from a Cotte; where if every one at 
the ſame time may plead and declare hit 
che caſe would be made more 


intricate, ſo far would they be froin de- 


ciding the controverſy: Wherefore a 
few wiſe Counſellers on each fide will 
clearly ſtate the Cafe, and bring it to a 
ſudden and ſafe determination. ＋ 
ſame diſcord will appeare in Phyſick, i 
each Simple in the ſame diſeaſe ſhould 
haveitsoperation, when a few ſelect ones 
may quickly do the buſineſſe. 
therefore an expedient courſe 
out of many things to chuſe a few, out 
of thoſe that' are good to pick the beft, 


in her conflict; if theſe obſervations 
were taken notice of, a Phy ſitian would 
not be reputed able for his large rude 
Bills, but for the Quality of his Ingre- 
dients; the Apothecary would have more 
cuſtome, becauſe men would not be wig 
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ted wich the charge, and dye to ſave ex- 
pences, but willingly ſubmic to an eaſy 
and honeft cure. 

Every thing is not to be efteemed ac- 
cording to.its bulk ; we ſee that brute 
Beaſts, in body and quantity exceed a 
manz but yet the leſſe being Rational and 
wiſe doth govern the other: a little 
Gold is more worth then an heap of 
ſtones, then 2 Mine of baſe mectals z fo 


in Medicine, a ſmall quantity may have 


more vertue in it then a great meaſure of 
many Simples. | 
It is ſufficiently known to wiſe men, 
that the ſame hearbs do alter under ſe- 
veral Climates ; and that which is inno- 
cent in one may be poiſon in another 
wherefore it is not ſafe to compound 
India, Arabia, America, Germany, and 
England together; for the Sun and 
Planets have a different influxe upon this 
or that Country, and accordingly alter 
the Planets ; Nay we cannot be ignorant 
that the ſame feild abounds, as with 
wholeſome fo with venemous hearbs ; 
we have examples of this truth in Mine». 
rals ; for common ſalt alone is harme- 
lefſe, as alſo your vulgar. Mercury; but 
if chele two be ſublimed together they 
E becom 
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become venemous and ranke poiſon + 
but perhaps ſome may think that this 
proceeds from Mercury; which indeed is 
falſe; foric may be brought by Art to 
run again, and then ics innocency returns; 
ſo likewiſe che ſpirit of Vitriol may be 
tak en without danger mixed with ano- 
ther liquor, and the water of Salt- Peter 
may be received into the body z but iſ 
theſe two be diſti lled together, they 
malie a water that will eat any mettle 
except Gold, and certain death to any 
one that ſhall take it ; but if yon adde 
to the former Armoniacks, its ſtrength is 
.. Increaſed, and it will reduce Gold into 
a a warry and fluid ſubſtance, yet its nature 
is pure | perfect. 

It may be objected that Treacle, Mis 
thridate, and Confteftion of —_— 
with others were compounded of many 
Simples, which being after long fermen- 
tation well dtp became moſt ſove- 
raign remedies, and have been in uſe al- 
moſt 600, years, and have helped many 
thouſands of 

We deny not 
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more, i they are grounded upon epe- 
rience z for they who firſt invented theſe 
Medicines did not confider whether che 
Qualities were hot or cold, but to hed 
Nicure and Effence, as they either refifted 
poifon, or condiiced to the Evacuation 
of ill Hamours ih the body, as In Treacte 
there is vipers fleſh, 'and miny others of 
the ſame vertue. Our diſcourſe Is againfk 
the vain exremporary oſlentation 1 pee 
ſeribing of Medicines compounded of 
Plants hot, dry, cold, and moiſt, iti this 
and that degree. | 
We knew a Phyfitian who was wont to 


boaſt that he knew not any ofie par 
lar experiment, but all remedies were 
alike to him reſpective, the firſt, ſecond', 


and third Qualitiey ;: and this furely 
proceeded from hls ignorante of what 
was tobe known; but a wiſe and prudens 
ſpirit ſearches more narrowly, arid de- 
ſcends to particulars z For indeed it is 
more eaſiy by general rules to paſſe a 
4 of Simples, then by yes 
to finde out the ptoper vertue of Speci- 
_ arid the reaſon is becabſe ay 

imple hath a peculiar property which 
diftinguiſherh gin atiorhes aud ſome- 
times contrary 3 nay the Qyallties do 

2 not 
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not onely differ in reſpect of others, but 
the ſame Simple may have effects diffe- 
ring in itſelfe, as it appears in Rubarb, 
which in reſpect of its firſt Qualities, 
hot and dry, it doth encreaſe Choler in 
mans body, but in reſpect of its eſſence 
and; a nature it purgeth it. To 
paſſe by Opium and Vinegar with many 
others, we fee how the ſame thing in their 
firſt, ſecond, and third Qualities have 


many times contrary operations; ſo 


Runnet makes thinne thickned blood of 
the hare, but if it be very fluid it thic- 
kens itz ſo alſo Vitrioll according to its 
nature doth penetrate and is aſtringent, 
yet it doth repel and diſperſe Lead out- 
wardly applyed to it: though Quick- 
ſilver is nioft weighty, yet by the fire it 
i ſublimed and aſcends ; and though it 
1* a thick groſſe body, it may yet by Art 
-be made to peirce any body, and after- 
-wards be 2 to its own native pu- 
rity. 

Many more proofes might be brought; 
for their is nothing in the World how 
abject and low ſoever but it hath a ſtampe 
upon it, as a ſure ſcale of its proper ver- 
tue, of which he that is ignorant 
hath hitherto attained but the _ 

an 
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and ſhell, the outſide of knowledge. 

Left therefore this errour in judgement 
fhould corrupt practice, and mens lives 
thereby ſhould be in danger, we choughe 
it a good peice of ſervice to deſire thoſe 
who bend and employ their ſtudies in 
the Honorable faculty of Medicine, to 
ſeek more after a few rare and certain 
Specificks, then to follow generals which 
ſo commonly deceive. We ought noe 
to ſhew our (elves ſo impious and undu- 
tiful, as being in honour, having encreaſe 
of riches, to ſcorne our poor parents; ſo 
Experience is the mother of Art; and 
ſhall we now contemn her as having no 
need of her? Experience hath been fti-, 
led the Miſtreſſe of Fooles, and Reaſon 
the Queen of Wiſe men; but in a different 
reſpe& they ought not to be ſeparated z 
as many Experiments beget Reaſon, ſo 
Reaſon maintains and adornes Expe- 
rience. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP, VIII. 


That many Medicines becauſe of their 
high titles, and the 12 175 0 
ten, bo think that be ich coſts 

moſt, are 1 17. eſteem; though 
1 Q e price, proper to the 

— of far above — in excel 

lewcy and worth. 


ire e abuſes mentioned in mn 
ging Chapter, another is 

eformer were Fea ats in do 

X — an Quali ity ; by this A 

purſe is emptied ; FR they fall in wie 

mens humours, who — think a thing 
good when they have well bought it. 

ce Galen concealed his Golden 


Emplaiſter for the Squinancy, by which he 


got an hundred Crownes, which indeed 
waz in it ſelſe of little worth; for there 
are many things of excellent uſe which if 


chey | 
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were divulged, would be oliſhly 
Skit, becauſe vulgar hands pollute 
whatever comes into them ; ſome reaſon 
may be why after they are not ſo ſucceſ- 
ful, becauſe the Imagination and Fancy 
works not ſo ſtrongly, and deſponds as 
to the cure from ſuch light meanes, and 
ſo hinders the operation; for although 
another mans imagination hath little 
force upon me, yet mine own much alters 
the body, and either hinders or furthers 
a remedy in its working. 

As this is cleare in many diſeaſes, ſo 
eſpecially in Hypocondriack Melancho- - 
ly, called the ſhame of Phyfitians, becauſe 
rarely eyred; wherein the non - eſſecting 
of the cure depends upon the prejudices 
imagination of the Patient, who deſpairs 
of help; for cares, greife, and delpair, 
do alter and change the blood, corrode 
the heart, overwhelme the ſpirits, that 
they cannot performe their offices; if 
therefore theſe can firſt be removed. there 
is very great hope of recover y. 

Under this Cloak many cover their 
knavery and covetouſneſſe, who ſeek no- 
thing but gain by their ptactice; for 
they call their Medicines by great names, 
that the imagination of the Patient 

E 4 cloting 
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clofing with ſo rich and precious- reme- 
dies may promote the cure; and there- 
fore they compound their Medicines of 
rare Ingredients, as Gold, Silver; Pearls, 
Pezoar, Ambergreaſe, Musk, and many 
more; and then they chriften them ac- 
cording to their birth. They call them 
the Balſome of Life, the Great El:#ar, the 
Reſtorative of Life, Potable Gold, Butter 
and Oyle of the San: and who indeed 
can reckon up their tricks by which they 
draw in and delude ſuch multitudes of 
ignorant people ? yet their great names 
are not altogether infignificant ; for by 
their Balſom of Life, they meane that 
which maintains and keeps themſelves 
alive, <7 

But grant theſe coſtly Medicines to be 
good and uſeful, yet they muſt confeſſe 
that others not ſo chargeable have grea- 
ter vertues in them. 

We may alſo queſtion whether they 
deale honeſtly, and do not fel] a littſe 
ſalt for Gold, and ranke poiſon for the 
Balſom of life; we have known ſome at 
deaths door by their Mercury: I ſpeak 
this that others may be cautious; think 
what would come of it, when one mifta- 

king adminiſtred Opium for Apium or 
Fog Parſly: 
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Parſly : thus they try experience upon 
. ant kill — — 
ther. 

Beſides, though theſe may be very 
excellent Cordials or Antidores, y e tac 
they not appropriated to the diſeaſe, and 
ſo — cnn. little conducing to the 

reife. 

Conſider then the abuſe; the Patient 
pays a great price for that which is of 
mall advantage to him, and ſcornes 
thoſe meanes which are at an eaſiy rate; 
wherein alſo there is no danger, as * 
by experience confirmed, and by al 
hands received. | 

It is not hard to prove that each Coun- 
try abounds with Simples ſuicable to the 
Diſeaſes of that Country, and that we 
need not go India, or uſe Exotick 
Drugs. 

This Queſtion hath been handled b 
many learned men; at preſent we will 
not ſpend much time about it. We deny 
not men the uſe in Food and Phyſickot 
India and Arabicke Spices ; neither do we 
condemn other moſt excellent gifts of 
God, but here we finde fault with the 
price; let us therefore uſe them in thei; 
place and time: Perhaps ſuch preciou, 

th ing 
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things were intended far great perl, 
but yet great care muſt be din 
preparation that they be not e 
ted. Iſay rich men may afford to pay 
for theſe Medicines, who de light to en 
and drink Gold, and hope as by that they 
can purchaſe all earthly things, ſo they 
may buy health. 

Neicher would we be thought ignorant 
of the great vertges* and rare efficacy d 
Gold]; but we ſpeak againſt the abuſed 
thoſe Impoſtors who inſtead thereof do 
cheat and robbe: and we can aſſure all, 
that there is no worth in the boiling and 
reboiling of Gold: They indeed gin ; 
their menſtruous ſtuffes for difſolyed 
Gold, which being reduced to a ſpirit 
may corrode ; and let all men beware of 
it; imitating a careleſſe Cook, who if 
he hath loſt che broth in which the meat 
hath been boiled, ſets new upon the 
Table which . hath no heart nor firength 
in it: So they when they have conſumed 
and loft their Gold with Salts and other 
wayes, they ſell that which remaines ; 
when the Bird is gone they ſell the Neſt; 
and this they call Potable Gold ſpiritu- 
alized becauſe inviſible ; it may be they 
put Gold into their furnace; but on 

they 
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they by thoſe means can produce ſuch 
Medicines we deny: There were many 
Alexanders, many called by the name of 
Kur but yet but one Alexander the 
t, one Julius Ceſar, the others agree 
onely in nawe. 
Should any one enquire into the excel · 
lency of our own Countries Simples, he 
would have work enough upon his 


bands. We ſhall leave this to another 


time and place, 

But beſides the price, may we not juſtly 
ſuſpect the preparation, that they inſtead 
of true may ſell falſe compaſitions fail- 
ing in their Art and Profeſſion ? far the 
"+, of Humane frailty being at the 
one end by Juſtice, at the other by Profic, 
the laſt oyerweighs ; becauſe han 

nay be an hinderance to us, but pro 
— pleaſure and delight along with 
it. So now Merchants count it part of 
their Trade to learne and skill the adul 
terating of their Commodities; when 
the Jbebans would admit no ſuch per- 
ſons to the Magiſtracy, unleſſe they had 
left off tkeir Trade at leaf} ten years be- 
fore, by which time they might forget 
to cozen ; but I will not here cenſure 
all of that Calling: the ſame may be 
ſaid 


— 


60 The Myſteries and Lawes 


faid of thoſe who ſell Medicines, whether 
Phyſnians or Apothecaries, if they abuſe 
their profeſſion. | 

It remaines to ſhew that Specificks d 
Vegetables and things of little worth, 
are more powerful againſt any diſeaſe 
then thoſe which are of fo great price; 
neither is the reaſon fetch'd farre ; for 
they whoſe Property abtolutly refiſts the 
maſady, they ( I ſay } muſt needs be more 
effectually then thoſe who accidentally 
ſuit the diſeaſe, and by meer chance 
work a cure. In Mechanicke Arts if 1 
man excellent in one ſhould boaft of his 
skill in another which he never ſaw, you 
would finde him a bungler in ic ; bat 


employ the ſame in that Trade wherein 


he hath been brought up, and he will 
ſhew himſelf to be a workman : So in 
diſeaſes, when each Specifick doth its 
own office, there is an happy iſſue, but 
— to another proves of no effect; 
neither can it be expected from one man 
( thought he had an hundred hands ) to 
conquer an Army, which yet choice 
Bands of experienced Souldiers may eafi- 
ly overcome; but we have been tedious 
about this ſubject. 


CHAP 
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CHAP. IX. 


That many are haters of Chymiſtry, 
and others ſcorne the uſe of Vege- 
tables and Galenical compoſitions, 
either of which may be uſeful in 
proper Caſes. 


S the Palats of men are not all ta- 
ken with the {ame taſte, but what 
is pleaſing to one, is loathſome to ano- 
ther ; ſo mens judgements do differ, an 1 
what one approves the other aſſents not 
unto ; both which happen or are cauſed 
as by Sy mpathy or Antypathy, drawing 
them on to embrace, and provoking 
them to hate ſuch a thing; G alſo by 
e or reaſon corrupted. 
me dare not taſte Cheeſe all their 
life ; ſome abſlaine from ic a few years; 
ſome drink onely water, refuling Wine 
or Ale; and in theſe there is great va» 
_ fiety, 
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riety; no lefſe is the difference amotęl rid 
Mindes: Whence it is that two perte 
ting when neither hath ſeen or heard 
the other, at the firſt fight, ſhall deſire an ſefuſ 
ſeek each others friendfhip 5 and on the all) 
contrary, whence is it that one hates a Bc 
other from whom he never received inf 
jury? as evidently appears by one cots [ſup 
ng where two are gaming, he preſenth ki 
ſhall finde his affection to cloſe with th boch 
one, and if his wiſh might ſucceed he den 
ſhould winne; and he would gladly han ** 
the other loſe, though he neithet re. conc 
cevid courteſie from the one, nor harm | 
or ill word from the other. 

Now as much as the underſtand 
excells che rafte, and dull and ſenſu 
culty; ſo much a truly wiſe man ſurpaſ 
ſech one that onely outwardly ſeems ju 
dicious; one by reflection confiders atd 
weighs che matter, the other not ſo acute 
ly apprehending is tempted to raſtineſſe. 
Thus many Rarned men whoſe Fajidd 
have not been in due ſubjection to thelt 
underftandings, have abiled themſelvet 
and have heedleſly embraced this as 
good, and caft off that as evil. 

It 'may ſeem as ſtrange in Medicine 
that ſome Do@ors ſhould _ Ln 


of the Roſecruci ans. 63 


{rribe Vegerables and Gelenical Phyſick, 
perfectly hating Chy miſtry, and that 
ard hers wholly inclined to novelty ſhould 
re u eſuſe all Medicines that are not Chymi- 
on th/ ally prepared. 
Both parties (in mine opinion ) are 
ed in ſcayed more by Fancy then Reaſon ; for 
coc l ſuppoſe ic abſolutly neceſſary to ſtudy 
ſench fiſt your ancient dogmatical Medicine 
both as to the Speculative and the Pra- 
ed he | ical part, and to correft the faults as 
Rau ve have already pointed in the firſt, ſe- 
7 re, ond, and third Qualities ; and the ſame 
arme| courſe is to be taken in Chymiſtry, ſo 
that they be without ſuſpicion and de- 
„leit: and firſt we will begin with che 
ald, and then proceed to the new. 
We have ſufficiently proved that there 
ue occult properties and ſpecifick ver- 
wes in Simples, as no learned Galeniſt 
erer denyed; who have alſo confeſſed 

chat theſe did not work from their Qua- 
ties or degrees, but cheir natures to 
| micigace Symptomes, take away the 
cauſe of the diſeaſe, and to Enthronize 
health in mans body. 

Wehis be true, why are not Phy fitians 
-| more careful in gathering and rightly 
.| underflanding the nature of Simples 7 


Fernelins 
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- Fernelius in his Book De abditis 'r 
- cauſis, (aich that this Specifick vert th 
which he calls the Forme, lies hid in eve th 
part of a Simple, and is difuſed througy ®* 
out all the Elements; hence if by Ch 
- mifiry water is drawn off, oyle is d 
- trated, and Salt made out of the aſie 
each of theſe, the Water, Oy le, and A P* 
- bath the Specificall vertue of the Simpl, 
but I ſuppoſe one not ſo much as - anc 
ther, yet all joyned together are perfel ip 
and compleat, . | 


Theſe things being laid down and} in 
confirmed, we muſt confeſſe that the ou. 
ward tangible body of any Simple tha - 


may be. beaten, cut, fifted, boiled, mi * 
led with any other, to be the barke, d P" 
carkaſſe, and habitation of the Specific Q 
Quality which is the pith, che ſoul, 8 
houſholder: And now what ſhall u 

ſay of our common preparations in Apt 
thecaries ſhops, which have good ani Po 
bad, nay moſt corrupt in them ? would 
not all laugh him to ſcorne who beit 
commanded to call a Maſter out of hi 
houſe, will needs have the houſe alor 
toa ? that cannot uſe the birds nnlef 
the neſt be an Ingredient, that cannot 
eat Oytters unleſſe he may alſo devout 
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„en the ſhels ? But the Apothecaries think 
n this lawful enough, becauſe they can do 


no better z theſe occult Qualities indeed 
are ſo ſubtile, that they make an eaſiy 
15 I eſcape, unleſſe they be narrowly watch'd, 
and with a great skill houſed or incor- 
porated. Camphire loſeth its ſtrength 
moſel unleſſe it be cheriſhed with flaxe - ſeed; 
"PY Rubarb is preſerved by waxe and the 
{al ſpirics of Wine; the Salt of goats blood 

s evaporate,if it be not cloſe ſtopp d 
in glaſſes. 

What ſhall we then ſay of theſe Speci- 
fical Qualities ſeparated from their bo- 
ning) dies? will not they return to their firſt 
I principles? for who can ſeperate the 
4 Qualicie of burning from the fire? the 
L d qualicie of moiſtning fro m the water ? 
71 ol but if this be impoſſible in ſimple bodies, 
Apol how much more difficult is it in com- 

round 

l could therefore wiſh that Med ic ines 
deim Were uſed which were lawful, poſſible, 
andreaſonable, that laying aſide often- 
tation and pride, truth might flouriſh. 

Perhaps we might allow of Syrups, 
Juleps, Conſerves, did not that great 
quantity of Sugar clog the natural ope- 
ration of the Simple : Perhaps we mighe 

| F approve 
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approve of Electuaries, Opiats, Anti. 
dotes, unleſſe the multitude of fimpley 
confuſedly put together did hinder, if 
not totally extinguiſh the true vertue; 
Perhaps Pills, and all bitter, ſowre, ſhary, 
ſtinking Medicines are good; but yet 
they deſtroy appetite, cauſe loathſome - 
neſſe, that a Patient had better endure 
the diſcaſe then the remedy 5 if bitter 
neſſe, ſowrneſſe, ſharpneſſe, and an ill 
ſavour, are the Specifical Qualities, t 
ſhould be rather checked then let looſs 
and indeed they are but handtmaids to 
their Miſtriſſe, but ſubſervient to the 
ſpecifical Quality; and the true di ſſe 
rence is diſcovered by Chymiſtry; forit 
ſeparates the impure parts from the pure, 
if rightly uſed : yet miſtake not, we lap 
not that Chymical preparations are 
rogether ſpiritual and without any body, 
but are more peircing and ſubtile, more 
defecated then groſſe bodies made more 
heavy by a great quantity of Sugar, o 
that they are not free and at liberty to 
act and play their parts, 

By this time you may ſee the folly and 
madneſſe of thoſe who hate Chymitſtry, 
which ought to be uſed, but with care 


and judgement; for it is not the per 
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of a Phyſitian to burn, lance, cauterize, 
and to take away the cauſe of the diſeaſe; 
by weakning the Patient, and indanger- 
ing his life; but Symptomes muſt be a- 
baced, nature reftored and comforted by 
ſafe Cordials, One Arcbagatus was the 
ft Chirurgian that came to Rome, and 
was honourably received z but coming 
to uſe lancing and burning, he was 
thought rather an hangman ; and for the 
like cauſe at one time all the Phyſitians 
were banithed Rome. One Charmis a 
Phylician condemning the jadgement of 
his Predeceffors, ſet up new inventions of 
his own, and commanded his Patients in 
froſt and ſnow to bath in cold water, as 
Pliny reports 3 who faith alſo that he hath 
ſeen old men ſet freezing them by his di- 
region. Aceſiat about to eure the Gout , 
loaked more to the diſeaſe then paine, 
which by neglect encreaſed, | whence the 
Praverbehad its Original, | Acefias medi- 
catus eft, as Erapmus hath it, when the 
condition growes worle, Aceſias his 
re. | 

It is cleare enough from. what hath 
been delivered that Nature is beſt ſatis- 
fied when profitable and wholeſome 
things are applied. Aſclepiades an inti- 
| F2 mate 
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mate friend of Cu. Powpey firſt ſhewed the 
benefit of Wine to licke perſons, recover- 
ing a man carried to his grave; he taught 
to maintain health by a moderate uſe of 
meat and drink, an exact care in excer- 
ciſe, and much rubbing z he invented 
delightful and pleaſing potions, he com- 
mand ed bathing, and for eaſe ro his Pa 
tients invented hanging beds, that (1 
might ſurprize them in ſuch a carele 
poſture. "The ſame Plizy ſaith that Deme- 
oritus was a Phyſitian, who in the Cure 
of Cami dia Daughter to Conſul Sereilins, 
did forbeare harſh means, and by the long 
and continual uſe of Goats milk reco- 
vered her. 2 
rom as Calius reports, . I3. ch. 
* a Phy ſitian a2 Athens, who A 
t Plague when many were infected, 
id onely canſe to be made great firez 
nigh to the =” and thus did Hippo» 
crates, for which he was much honoured. 
Whence we may learne that mild and 
gentle uſage in a diſeaſe is more effica- 
cious to the taking away of the cauſe, 
and to healing theSymptomes,then harſh 
and rugged — e Mariner doth 
y for a full gale many times to force 
Kim into his d Harbour; 9 
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doth the Traveller goe- in a direct line, 
et both in the end attaine their hopes, 

e read that Fabius by delay conquered. 
his enemy ſo that it is a Maſterpeice of. 

ence well and maturely to deliberate- 
and then to execute; yet the method of 
curing remaines and the Axioms are 
firme ; viz. If the cauſe be taken away, 
the effect ceaſeth; if the diſeaſe is cured, 
the Symptomes do vaniſh and weare 
away. 

But Chymiſtry ſtores and ſupplies us 
with Medicines which are ſafe, pleaſant, 
and ſoone performe that for which they 
were intended: and others have abun» 
dantly fer forth this in their writings, 
and therefore ic will not be requiſite to 
fland longer upon it. 

Now let us face about and view thoſe 
who are meer Chymiſts; theſe would 
be called young Theopbraſt:, affecting 
like their Mater a Divine Ticle, which 
heneither had by his Father nor Mother, 
but aſſumed ic to himſelf as moſt Magni- 
ficent and glorious : but without all 
doubt he was a man of eminent and ad- 
mirable knowledge in the Act of Phyſicks 
yet ſurely it would be worthily judged 
madnefle for his ſake alone, — 

F 3 the 
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the Ancients and follow his new inyer- 
tions. | 

It may ſeem an abſurd thing for on 
to undertake to reſtore a very old man 


to his former ſtrength, becauſe death it |. 


then approaching, and every man a1 
length muſt ſubmit to his Scepter. 
Is not the World now ancient and 
- full of dayes, and is it not folly to think 
of recovering and calling back its youth! 
- ſurely their new Medicine cannot revive 
- the dying World, it may weaken itand 
- haſten its end: yet ſtay I pray you, do 
not imagine that I do at preſent cenſure 
the excellent and plainly divine Preps 
rations of e but rather the 
perſons who profeſſe it, who make it 
their buſineſſe ro deſtroy, bur endeavour 
not to build, who trample on others to 
raiſe and exalt themſelves 3 as Tbeſſaln 
of old did, railing againſt all men who 
were not his followers : So Chryſppu 
Maſter to Eraſiftratus, to gain prehemnt- 
nence, deſpiſed and changed Hippocrates. 
Theſe and Tuch like men are wontto 
promiſe much, but perform little; for we 
may certainly wed wy that Although 
ſuch perſons may affect grratnes, yet they 
ſbaInever attain it byſuch indirect means, 
I would 
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I would many of the Paracelſians did not- 
too much conforme to their Mafters vices;. 
if many late writings were ſcanned, and 
their abuſes and tart language againſt 
others left out, I doubt theic volumes 


would very much ſhrink ; it were much 


better that diſeaſes the common enemies 
were more lookt after, then private 
grudges amongſt Phyſicians themſelves 
revenged : Brute beaſts do barke, ſhew 
their teeth, and ſpit venom:; a mans 
weapon is Reaſon by which he ſhould 
foile his adverſaries, 

As touching Chymiſtry, we highly 
commend and admire thoſe things in it 
which are good, but yet ſo as not to de- 
ſpiſe Galenical Medicine, which in ſome 
caſes is as effectual: my opinion is that 
each ought to be uſed in ics proper place. 
Men are not meer ſpirits but corporeal 
Subſtances, and therefore need not Me- 
dicines exalced to their higheſt degree of 
perfection, at leaſt in every greife applied 
to every perſon and to every part or 
member. There are ſome diſeaſes which 
being hot and dry are not to be cured by 
Chymical preſcriptions, whoſe Ingre- 
dients or Preparations have the like 
Qualities. In a Commonwealth there 
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is a Merchant, there is an Husbandman, 
but one ought not to ſupplant the other; 
ſo a prudent Phyſician will make uſe of 
both as he ſees occaſion ; the one for x 
Country man, the other for a delicate 
Perſon ; the one in ſlight diſtempers, the 
other in dangerous caſes ; the one for 
pleaſantneſſe, the other for efficacy as ne- 
ceſſity requires. 


— Ab. « 


Concerning the unſufferable vices of 
many Phyſitians, — which the 
Fraternity of R. C. is free. 


E have not without ſufficient cauſe 
ſaid ſomething of the abuſes of 
Medicine, which the Brethren warily 
ſhunned by their firſt Law, which was, 
That they ſhould cure the ficke Gratis 
for the greedineſſe of Phyſicians puts 
them upon unjuſt and illegall actions. 
Whence come thoſe terrible long _ 
thole 


- 
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thoſe ſhort dear Bills, but from coveteouſ- 
nefſe ? every one more ſtriving co inrich 
himſelfe then to help the diſeaſed ; yer 
we deny to none their honeſt gains. 


Juſtice and Truth ſhould ſway them in 


their practice: let them follow the me- 
thod of Hippocrates and Galen; yet Na- 
ture indeed is more to be look'd after- 
then eicher of them, as a ſure guide into 
its own moſt intricate ſecrets : but from - 
the faults of remedies we will come to 
the faults of Phyfitians themſelves, by 
which ſo many Patients do and have 
miſcarried. 

They are commonly theſe; Self-con- 
ceit, Pride, Malice, Hatred, Catumnia- 
tion in word and writing ,Coveteouſnefs, 
lenorance, joyned with a grat ftock of 

fidence, or rather Impudence. 

This Self-conceit becomes no manz if 
a man is puffed up like a bladder, he 
may be ſooner broken,and his glory will 
vaniſh; his greatneſs encreaſeth his dan- 
ger; neither is Pride to be allowed of; 
it blaics all you and endowments, and 
if the man eſcape the envy of others, yet 
death or a flight Feaver makes him fall, 
and he who even now was lifted up 


through ambition, is brought down = 
e 
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the earth. It is not true learning thu 
cauſeth men to ſwell, but an emptineſi; 
they ſuppoſe themſelves to be knowi 
men, when az indeed they underſt 
not the depths of Nature. Socrates had 
learned a leſſon of ignorauce,after much 
ſtudy he found out his inſufhcency; if 
theſe vapourers would turn over a ney 
leaf, they would fee their former pre- 
ſumption. 

Mark how Malice and Hatred proſper 
when two are ſet againſt each other, they 
endeavour by making themſelves a com 
mon laughing ſtock, utterly to undo 
both, and each at length is whip'd with 
his own rod, There is this benefit in 
having an envious adverſary, that he 
ſpends and waſts away; his malice feeds 
upon himſelf ; ſo that it is better for any 
man to deſerve the envy of another rather 
then his pitty, the one ſuppaling him 
happy, the other miſerable ; This vice 
as the Ivie by embracing trees doth 
ſpoile them; this vice I ſay clings to 
great perſons,and ſecretly corrodes their 
Honour and Fame ; what noble exploits, 
what vertuous decds have been performed 
but they have been blown upon by ſome 
peſtilential breath? This was the my 
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of furious Caines murthering his righte» 
ons Brother Abel, and that Jupiter ftruck 
Æſculapius with a thunderbolt: to avoid 
this many have forſaken their Coun- 
tries and lived amongſt ſtrangers, as did 
Ipbicrates in Thracia, Timotheus in Lesbos, 
Chabrias in Agypt, Chares in Sigeum, 
who were all Grecians 3 amongft the Ro- 
man's Pompey after ſo many magnificent 
Triumphs, for his great and and famous 
Victories withdrew into the Country, 
and came ſeldome in publick, 1 
might eſcape the envy and malice which 
he feared, becauſe of his innocency and 
greatneſſe. 

What ſhall we think of that monſter 
Ariſtotle, who * it is reported ) was 
ſo ſpightful to his Maſter Plato, that he 
cauſed many of his works ce be burnt 
that he might ſhine brighter? he was 
fearful his honour ſhould be eclipſed by 
his Maſters greatneſs. Aiax hated Viyſſes, 
Zoilus Homer; Didimus Alexandrinus was 
enemy to M. Tal. Cicero. Palemon the 
Grammarian to M. Farro, Ceſar to Cato, 
Adrianus to Traian, M. Craſſus to Pompey, 
Alexander to Achilles at the ſight of his 
Sepulcher, Julius Ceſar to Alexander, 
and many others who were all _— 
| wit 
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with this evil ſpirit; but in Medicigy 
ſuch practices are more dangerous, be 
cauſe the body of man being of moe dj 
worth then Arts or other trifles, is eng Par 
ged,as being the ſubject of Medicine. 
This flame encreaſeth and moſt com- 
monly breaketh out; envy turns to C- Ph 
lumniation ; hence is ic that ſo many V 
vain Pamphlets are ſent abroad full of | i 
bitter expreſſions, which become no ra- 


tional prudent man; but this vice hath oO 
been by many ſer out, and we will ſpend — 
ö no more paines upon ir, has 
Coveteouſneſſe is another vice which | dir 
hath infected many Phyſitians, ho make | | 
ic their onely ſtudy to heap up richeg;and | 
though their ſtrength of beds is decay'd | , 
through age, yet with a moſt rigorous 95 
defire do they endeavour after money z | ne 
nay though they have one foot in the | 
grave, they will have another in a bag to | n 
counterpoize them. Phyſicians indeed ||: 
above others are tempted to this vicezfor | + 
when they grow old they are moſt ſought | m 


unto becauſe of their experience; and En 
by this means they are encouraged to ſet Sp 
Silver above juſtice, and Gold above | inſ 
Conſcience. But if an Apothecary be br 
coveteous and greedy, more miſcheites ter 

do C0! 
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doenfucy all his compoſitions will be 
made up either of ftale or falſe Ingre- 
dients, ſo that both the Phyfitian and 
Patient are cheated ; the one is cenſured 
for ill ſucceſſe, the other is not onely not 
cured, but may complain of the bad 
Phyfick as of a new diſeaſe. 

| ſhall ſpeak nothing concerning the 
abilities and qualifications of a tryed, 
examined, and licenſed Phyſitian ; but of 
the unskiltulneſſe of thoſe who raſhly 
undertake to practice when they want 
knowledge and learning to guide and 
direct them; they ſtudy impudence; and 
note, that an illiterate rude fellow in 
maintaining his opinion fhall alwayes 
appeare moſt — their Geeſe are 
Swans, their abſurd receipts are Oracles 
and Myſteries, and they are enjoyned to 
conceale what they know not; if any 
one oppoſeth them, they eicher ſlander 
him or envy him perſectly. | 

Theſe and the like vices have no place 
amongſt our Fraternity z they are not 
Emulous or Arrogant, they are not 
Spightful and Envious, but delight in 
inſtructing one another in My ſteries; no 
brawling or diſgraceful ſpeeches are ut- 
tered amongſt them, much leſſe are they 
ooveteous. The 


well in other Arts as in Medicine; if am 
one pleaſeto conſult their other Booky, 
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The Book M. declares their skill a 


and weigh diligently their nature and 
all circumſtances, he ſhall finde what we 
have ſaid abundantly there confirmed, 


CHAP. XI. 


Whether any one of the Fraternity be. 
ing called to a Patient, is bound 1 
appeare? and whether they art 
able to cure all Diſeaſes; as well 
thoſe that are accounted imcarable, 
as thoſe that are thought curable : 


He actions of men as well as their 
perſons are ſubject to many mil 
carriages; as the one may dig, ſo the + 
ther may be forgoten; as the one ma 0 
infirme, ſo the other may be abuſed; 
wherefore an AR was invented b which 
all worthy deeds might aa — 
4 
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kept and tranſmitted to poſterity. Per- 


ſons indeed whoſe Offices are publick, 
in performance of their duties of truſt, 
are. neceſſarily bound if occaſion requires, 
to act publickly in their place: But if in 
the little World any diſorder happens, 
as diſeaſe ſubverting health, the fick 
perſon immediatly goes not toa Magi» 
ficate, but a Phy ſitian ; wherefore Medi 
cine properly reſpects not the publick, 
but the private health of this or that Pa- 
tient; therefore it will follow that a 
Phyfitian being not compell'd by the 
Law, nor ingaged by ſervice , ſhall be 
forced to viſit any Patient who ſends for 
him; for a Phyſitian doth not preſcribe 
to all, but to a particular fick man, and 
is a ſervant to Nature, but not to the 
diſeaſed whom he governs by his rules 
till he hath reſtored chem to health. | 
We may enquire more — concer- 
ning theſe Brethren, whether ſince they 
proteſſe onely Medicine as their fiſt Law 
enioine, if wrote unto, or ſpoken to for 
the taking away of a difficult diſcaſe, 
whether in any particular place they muſt 
appeare being engaged thereto, either by 
promiſe, or charity? We anſwer nega- 
dvely ; for if other Phyficians are = 
| 0 
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ſo ſtreightned, much leſſe are they, who 
do their Cures without price, who ex 
nota reward from men but from God, 
to whom as alſo to the lawful Magiſtracy 
they are obedient. 

Furthermore, whether all diſeaſes are 
cured by them, even thoſe whom othen 

udge paſt help, as the Leprouſy, the 
opſy, the Peftilence, the Cancer, the 
Hectick, the Gout, and many others? 
We aniwer, that they ingeniouſly cons 
fefſe in their writings that they know 
not the time of their own death, and 
they acknowledge that all men muſt pay 
their debt to death, which cannot be hin- 
dred or prevented by any Medicines, 
if according to predeſtination it feiſe 
upon any man; and to endeavour again 
Providence were impious and vain. 

But there are three degrees conſider 
able in the forementioned maladies z The 
beginning, the increaſe, the ſtate: At 
the bt all or moſt of theſe diſeaſes art 
cureable; when they prevaile ſomewhat 
over Nature remedies may be had ; and 
doubtleſſe the Brethren have Medicine 
which will effect the cure, Gods provi 
dence aſſiſting them in their lawful e 
deavours : ſuch diſeaſes in their hey 

which 
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which havea tendency to death are in- 
curable; as for common ſickneſſes we 
fode that either Galenical or Ch micai 

Pcoparations may remove them. 
We will now declare the reaſons why 
ſometimes the moſt able Phy litians are 
foiled and diſappointed. - Firſt we muſt 
know that diſeaſes are the effects of fins 
and deſerved puniſhmene doch often- 
times ſhut out favour, ſo that tedious 
ficknefſes and death are means which 
God uſeth to check finners, or chaſtiſe 
his people; in vain therefore will man 
labour to fruſtrate the Decree of the Al- 
mighty in his will and pleaſure. The 
ſecond reaſon may be drawn from the 
nature of Diſeaſes, which are either dead- 
ly in themſelves, or as they are conſe- 
yences of others being produced by 
| 4 The Pluriſie or the Ioflainacion 
of che Pleura although it is dangerous, 
yet if direct means be applied in time, it 
is helped and cured: But if che matter 
inflamming is not evacuated by letting 
blood, or by expectorations will 
follow a corroſion of the Pleura, and the 
corruption flowes into the cavity of t he 
breaft, and thus another diſeaſe is gene- 
rated called E and now if Na- 
ture 
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ture ſtands not much the Patients friend, 
and doth not convey this matter into the 
water courles, as often/is ſeen, or alſoby 
Art |ſome Muſels are opened, and the 
corruption within forty - dayes catried 
away, the Lungs will be ulcerated, and 
a Conſumption will enſue altogether 
incurable. 

The Queſtion is whether cureable 
Diſeaſes are by them helped? Such 
deed would end without any applice 
tion, and Nature needs no affiftance to 
ſuch enemies, ſo that then Medicine wer 
uſeleſſe 3 for who will trouble himfelk 
to ſeck after means, when his greife will 
ſhortly of it ſelſe ceaſe and 30 away 
Though here be many difficuſtie 
couched, yet we ſhall breifly ſtate the 
caſe : Let thoſe who are unſatisfied in 
large Treatifes ſhew whether in tht 
World it was abſolutely neceffary that 
all things ſhould be done which are done, 
or whether they mighr have been other 
wiſe diſpoſed of; Cardayus and the 
Stoicks do attribute all events to fatal 
— to which they do ſubje& God 
himſelf, ' as not being able to reſiſt ; f 
blaſphemous are they, 

We hold n God is a free Agentith 
nipotent, 
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pipotent,he can do what ever he pleaſerh; 
hath made Nature his — and 
having received a Commiſſion doth 
— at; (he produceth all things 
tither for the good and happineſs of men, 
orelſe to plague and puaiſh chem, ard 
of this rauk are Diſcaſes, and Death ic 
ſelfe cometh from ſuch prevalent difea- 
ſes : But God alone diipoſeth of good 
or evil to every one; he indeed generally 
lets Nature keep its courſe, but fome- 
times to ſhew his freedom, he interrupts 
that order, and by a particular provi 
dence thwarts the intention of Nature 
whether it tend to health or ſickneſſ.; 
it is In his power to ſhorten a diſeaſe 
which to us mi ſeem tedious, he can 
keep off Death when we give over the 
uſe of meaus. Now if God foreſres the 
the evils which naturally hang over men, 
and doth. not preveme ſuch evils but 
therewith will puniſh men, he je not the 
Author of that evil foreſeen and brought 
upon any one by nature, although ſome- 
tines he ſends miraculous plagues upon 
his enemies, Hence is that ſayings O 
Ifrael thy deftruftion is ſrom thy ſelſe, becauſe 
thy wickedneſſe bath drawn down judge- 
ments upon thine _ When ſome — 
b 2 tlie 
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the wiſe Heathens had taken notice of he: 
this; they feigned Pleaſure and Sorrow, | wh 
to be lincked together, as if che exceſſe fre 
thereof were to it ſelfe a ſufficient puniſt-| thi 
ment: They alſo ſaid that a Diſeaſe 

was brother to Death, that by ſweat| en« 
vertue was attained z and to this purpoſe] wh 
is that place in Scripture z There is n fel 
evil in the City that is not from God, where| to 
is meant the evil of puniſhment, either all 
brought upon any perſon miraculouſly 
and by the immediate hand of God, or 
elſe naturally falling upon him. ou 
Hence we learn the bicth and original 
of Vice, it —— from the corrupted 
Nature of fallen man ; his will enjoye 
its liberty in reſpett of earthly things 
but as to heavenly things its not free: 
Its with a man as with a weak infirm 
rſon who cannot lift his hands to his 
ea d, but with caſe he can let them hang 
downwards. So ſinſul man naturally 
inclining to finfulneſs, without any 
paines falls into wickedneſs, he needs no 
particular inftint from God ; but the 
ſtrength which muſt ſupport his 
ties, exalt him to Heaven, ſo that 
may obey God, is not from man himſe 

but from the free grace and merey of 
heavenly 
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heavenly Father, who hath mercy on 
| whom he will; but yet excludes none 
from his favour who forſaking earthly 
things do accept of the true means and 
receive the benefit thereof, who pray and 
weat| endeavour to their utmoſt ability to be 
poſe — ſhould be, committing them- 
is us| ſelves firſt and chiefly to God, and then 
there] to Nature, who faithfully obeys him in 
ither| all things, 
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joyes CHAP, XII. 


ofirm| That the Brethren of the Fraternity do 
to his] aſe onely lawful and natural reme- 
dies. 


He holy Scripture makes mention of- 
a King of Jude who being fick of 


the plague and death ſeemed to a p 
py divine providence was heal ha- 


Figs applied to the ſore, and he lived 
many years after; ſo that we ſee — 
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God can miraculouſly direct to meant 


which in themſelves are natural, as in» 


deed this was a very lawful remedy, and 


the reaſon is not unknown: fa herewe 
will «xamine whether the means which 
the Brethren uſe be of themielves lawful 
and warrantable. A certain Author 


think ing to inſinuate himſelſe into the 


favour of the Brethren, ſpeaks of rare 
blelings and Exorciſmes by whichia 
min may promote the happineſs of his 
Patients and curſe and endamage his Ad- 
verlaries; but who will «Reem this laws 
ful and good ? Suck things may catch 
ſome filly old women and by them be 
accounted ſeerets: they would be the 
greateſt linder imapinable to the learned 
Fraternity ; fur the Brethren uſe natural 
means with uf any mixture of (uper+ 
ſiciop, as we may ſee by the example of 
him at Weiz/ar ; who with application 
+ of one Simple took away the raging 
. pain of an Ulcerated Cancer, whom Phe 


mit I for his rare Arty for by | 


ſame heat be alſo. did the Cure, the 
ſame Brother carried a bag of roots and 
+hearbs alwayes about wich him; bl 
much commended the Bryony root, but 
choſe the bitter one; he taught alſo th 
oc 
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occult vertue and r uſe of many - 


Simples, which are loſt and forgotten. 


We will not decide the controverſy 


| whether the Simples ought to be gathered 


according to particular conflellations z 
many very learned men do favour this 
opinion: As firſt of all Baribol. Car- 
nchterns, who divided the 'moft appro» 


'| ved and effeftual Simples according to 
* | four Triplicities of the Signes in the Zo- 


diack, and in each of them made three 
degrees. I have known many who ad- 
diting themſelves to this fludy, have 
thereby been able to cure very dangerous 
ſickneſſes, eſpecially old Ulcers and out- 
ward gricfes. 

That ſo many lights ſhould be placed 
in the Hea vens to no end and purpoſe, it 
were profane to imagine, e God 
created all things to att according to 
their nature z and ſurely the Stars were 
made to yeild their influences, and there 
is not any doubt but that Vegetables, 
Mineralls, and Animals, do receive their 


occult Qualities from them; he there- 


fore is an happy man who can ſearch 
out the effe& by the cauſe, and by the 


effect is able to judge of the cauſe. Plants. 
have relation as well to the heavens as- 


G 4 to 
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to the earth, and he who knows this com- 
. munity. is a great: A ttiſt; but the Brethren 


. - employ all their time in theſe Myſteries, 


daz they confeſſe;/as well in their Fama 


and confeſſion as in other writings. 
We dare noriafhrm that their Aſtrolo- 
y is. the ſame with that which is valgar- 
ly. profeſſed, or their Botanick common 
for theirs are founded upon certain and 

true Axioms; ſubject to no change but 
alwayes continuing che ſame worth and 
vertue. : 


Other Axioms are ſo infirm, that they 
ottentimes are proved falſe and admit of 
correction. It is an Axiom that all 
Wine is hot, which hitherto hath been 
received as true; but it from ſome Coun- 
try be brought Wines whoſe nature is 
cold, the faltity will appeare, He who 
never ſaw a Bat or doth not conſider in- 
fects will immediately ay, that every 
thing that flies hath feathers 3 when there 
are alſo flyins filh which make uſe of 
their ſins, ſo that thicre are many excep- 
tions belong to the general rule: Who 
would not conclude this ſot a certain 
truth that four · ſooted creatures cannot 
paſſe thorow the Aire as wellas they 
Faſſe on the Earth but by flying / but 

| exps& 
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experience confutes this ; for the Indian 
hren | Cat by ſpreading ſome membranes (not 
ries, | wings) — her hinder feet to her for- 
Fama mer, gocs in the Aire whether ſhe pleaſeth: 
Bat the Axioms laid down and followed 
rolos by the Brethren are ſuch which faile not, 
gar - their principles alwayes artain their end; 
108 3; | (o that there is nothing deficient in them 
and | which may exclude or diminiſh their 
* bur | perfection; wherefore cures wrought b 
and | properties truly drawn from the Stars 
and the Planets, muſt neceſſarily be true 
they. | & certain; for the effects do ſurely reſult 
lit of | from their cauſes not anticipated or mi- 
tall | flaken. He who promiſeth wich fire, to 
been | heat, to dry, to burn, is not deceived, 
oun= | neither doth he deceive, becauſe he hath 
Ire is | that which can perform all theſe offices: 
who. | ſo if they undertake a Cure, there is no 
r in- doubt but that they can effect it, becauſe 
very | they know and can make uſe of the true 
here | and proper means, which M:diums are 
e of rely natural, the hidden treaſure of 
— extraordinary gifts of God. 
Who | They apply themſelves onely to the · 
tain | fludy of Natural Magick, which is a - 
inot | Science containing the deep Myſteries of - - 
they | Nature, neither is this divine knowledge + 
but given to any by God, but 40 thoſe who -* 
xp& are 


2 
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. .are Religious, good and learned, Oris 
gen tradatu. 5. ſuper Matth : faith, that 
the Magical Art doth nat contain any 
thing ſubſiſting, but although ic ſhoul 
- yet that muſt not be evil or ſubject to 
contempt and ſcorne. The ſame 23. 
Heml. ſuper Num. (peaking of Natural 
a — doch diſtinguiſh ic from che Di- 
- abolical : many hold that Tyaxcus ex- 
- exciſed the Natural Magick onely, and 
- we donotdeny it, Philo Hebrens lib. de 
Lila ſpeaks thus; That true Magick 
by which we come to the knowledge of 
che ſecret works of Nature, is fo far from 
being contemptible, that the greateſt 
- Monarchs and Kings have ſtudied it; nay 
- amongſt the Perſians none might Reign 
- unlefle chey were skilfull in this great 
Art. 

Magick (as ſome de ſine it) is the high- 
ell, moſt abſolute, and divineſt knowledge 
of Natural Philoſozhy advanced in ita 
wonderful works and operations, by 
a right underſtanding of the inward and 

occult vertue of things;(o that true agents 

being applied to proper A 
, and admirable effects will thereby 

. 2 whence Magitians are pro- 

and diligent ſearchers into Na- 

ture 


- 
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ure ʒ they becauſe of their skill know 
how to anticipate an effect which to the 


Vulgar ſhall ſeem a miracle: As 


one ſhall make Rofes bud in December, - 
Trees to flouriſh in Fanuary 3 (hall cauſe , 
a Vintage in May, produce Thunder and - 
Raine in the Aire; as Jeb. Baptiſta porta - 
z alſo, 
Roger Bacon did the ſame ; Julius Cæ- 


teacheth lib. 2, De Magia naturali 


if any- 


millus a man to whom we may give . 


credit, affirms that he ſaw a childe 


med by an Alembick, which lived ſome 


hours: a very ſtrange thing, if true. 
Calius de Budda writes, that he brought 
forth a Virgin out of his fide ; but we 


leave theſe things as, we found them, we 


will not dilpute the truth ot them. 


We need not ſtand longer upon the praiſe 
of Magick, it being ef it ſelfe fo honour- 
able; but yer this noble Science doth 
oftentimes degenerate, and from Natural 
becomes Diabolical, from true Philoſo- 
phy turns to Negromancyz which is 
wholly to be charged upon its followers, 
who abufing or not being capable of 


that hi 
immediately hearken to the tem 


and myſtical knowledge, do 
ons 


of Satan, and are miſled by him into the 


fiudy of the black Art, Hence it 


is that 


Magick 


O01 
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Magick lies under diſgrace, and they who 
ſeck after it are vulgarly efteemed Sor- 
cerers; whercfore the Brethren thought 
it not fic to Nile themſelves Magicians z 
but Philoſophers they ate not ignorant 
piricks, but learned and experienced 
hy fitians, whoſe remedies are not onely 
lawful bur divine: and thus we have 
at large diſcourſed of their firſt Law, 


Cu Ar. XIII. 


— — — 


Of the ſecond Law of the Fraternity 
of the R. C. viz. ihat none of the 
Brethren ſhall be enjoyned one ha- 
bit, but may ſuit themſelves to the 
Cuſtome and Mode of thoſe Coun- 
tries in which they are. 


Any perhaps may blame my pro- 
M lixicy upon the firſt Lawz to whom 
ſhall anſwer, that weighty buſineſſes 
are not to be perfuntorily run over; 
tranſactions in the little World may 
onely 


who 
Sor. 
ught 
ins; 
rant 
iced 
nely 
aye 
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onely deſerve to be touched upon, but 
the affairs of the great World ought to 
have an anſwerable confideration 3. fo 
that I muſt neceſſarily crave pardon for 
my brevity, becaufe | could not wrap up 
the due commendations of ſuch ſubjects 
in ſo narrow a compaſle. 

This ſecond Law gives birth to the 
firſt; for without it the Seton would 
have no opportunity of doing good, 
who by its benefi — ſecure and fear no 
danger: for as a Bird although it ftng- 
eth not, is known by the colour of ics 
feather ; ſo every one accuſtoming him- 
ſelf to one Habit is thereby diſtinguiſhed. 
We ſinde in Hiſtory that many by their 
enemies have been diſcovered by their 
apparel, and the diſguiſe hath oftencimes 
procured liberty. Oube being overcome 
and making his eſcape by Sea was taken 
by Pirates, who not knowing him be- 
cauſe he had changed his cloaths, ſuffe- 
red him to ranſom himſelf. 

On the contrary King Richard com- 
ing back from the Holy Land, affairs be- 
ing there illy managed and to the dif- 
pleaſure of many, eſpecially the Duke of 
Auſtry wich his Navy by the Agri- 
auck was diſcryed and became a 

prey 
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prey to the ſaid Duke, who was forced 
to redeem himſelf, to pay a vaſt ſum oſ 
money; and he was known and found 
out by his garments, = 

If danger attends Kings and great per. 
ſons in ſuch caſes, much worſe would be 
the condition of private men if 
ſhould have ſo fad a reftraint upon them, 
Men in — — do not feare the 

ttempts of rs, neither do they 

luſpes 2 poiſoned glaſſe; whereas Po 
tentates are a prey to the one, and very 
often are taken away by the other. 

Befides a poor habit is ſufficientts 
cover Learning, and a Cottage may bes 
come Wiſdomes habitation ; nay mem 

and abilities are cenſured by their 

ourſide, and that which is willingly 
concealed muft not have a being; tis 
Courtier who muſt onely be accounted 
a Schollary but indeed the foul iscloath'd 
with the body, which to adde ornament 
to it needs no help of Tay lours or Pain» 
ters, it is grac'd with true Philofophy, 
and ſecret Arts are its glory, '- 

Margarethe a Queen of France is (aid 
to have kiſſed the beautiful ſoul of 4/s- 
uns a Philoſopher when he was afleep 
thorow his body, the which action — 

mu 
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much admired at; ſhe anſwered that (by 
then perceived not the deformicy of his 
body,being taviſhed with the amiableneſs 
of his ſoul. Thus we fee that a gallant ſpi- 
rit may dwell in an unhandſome houſe, 
and that a poor habit may be worne by 
the moſt excellent and profound Philo- 
ſopher. 

There are yet many reaſons which 
may perſwadeto a decent cloathing, for 
by every vulgur eye the minde is judged 

by the garment; but we in other 

s have la treated of this fi 

Very many have inſtead of modeſt and 
= apparrel run into exceſſe, as Pe- 
e Wife to Nero, and Cleopatra Queen 
of Egypr to ſer forth their beauty; but 
this is not commendable, fince Seneca 
rule is to be obſerved which requires a 
due moderation. 

Our Brethren change their Habit for 
a vertuons end, which as it is not gaudy, 
ſo it is not coutemptible; they are al- 
wayes civilly clad, and not affectediy, 
they are eſpeclally careful of the inſide, 
that their hearts are reall and honeft; 
neither would they impoſe on any by 
their actions. 

There are many waies by which men my 
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be deluded, .asby a Fallacy, Equivocgs 
tion or Amphiboly, but theſe do 

tain to Logick : The Brethren are vigj- 
lant as well in reſpect of diſgrace as d 
mage; it is a very difficult matter to 
cheate and deceive them. : | 

Whereas others take the liberty tq 
cozen a cozener, and think it a piece of 
juſtice to repay in the ſame coyne ; The 
Brethren are not ſo revengſul, they count 
it an happineſſe to have an opportunity 
of exprelling their patience; yet although 
they are as innocent as Doves,they endea» 
your to be as wiſe as Serpents, "a there 
may be an harmeleſſe ſubtilty. We may 
judge cafily that they affect not va 

y the often change of their —— 
becauſe they would not be known, but 
obſcure their names and relation. 

If che intentions are ſincere not there- 
by to wrong any one but to do good, 
we may allow not onely of a diſguiſe jg 
cloaths, but a change of names ; the 
ſign doth not alter the thing ſigni 
neither doth an Accident deſtroy the 

ſtance. Names are notes by which 
one man is known and diſtinguiſhed 
from another, cloaths are coverings as 
the one hides our nakedneſſe, ſo — 
other 


as 81 
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other keeps from obſcurity. The An- 
cient Philoſophers and Ægyptian preifts 
did wear a linnen white robe which di- 
ſtinguiſhed them from others, as Pytbago- 
res and his followers, co expreſs both the 
cleanlineſs of body, and unſpotted inno- 
cency of foul. Nature hath ſp befriended 
ſome birds that they change both voice 
and feathers in the Winter, and thereby 
being not known, are fafe from other 
ravenous birds: In ſome Counteries 
Hares become white in the · Winter, but 
in Summer kggp their won:ed colours. 
The Camelioa by being like no every 
thing ſhee comes neer doth often eſcape; 
the Ants and many Inſefts have wings 
and can ſcarcely be known what they firſt 
were, ſo happy is chat change which 
guides co ſafety. 

Shall reaſon withſtand che lawfull di- 
fates of Nature ? where necefſicy com- 
pells, cuſtome forces, (hall men run u 
the one, and to their damage (light the 
other ? The Brethren being in all points 
careful, will neither violate Natures 
Commands, nor conteran Fivill rights, 


though they alcer their apparrell, theic 
mind is unchangeable. 
H CHAP. 
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. CHAP. XIV. 


The third Law enjoynes each Brother 
to appeare on 4 particular day, and 
at a certain place every yeer , that 
they may all meet together and con 
ſub about their aff airs. 


Very Society hath Lawes and rule 
binding them to ſome Duties, ſo that 

the Governour or chief when he pleaſeth 
and thinks it neceſſary may ſummon all 
to one place to conſider what is moſt fi 
and _— to 1 on ſome im- 
nergent ons, for if a com be 
— their minds and — art 
disjoyned, the one cannot be helpfull to 
the other either in example or advice - 
who knows not that moſt intimate fami- 
haricy, and the ncereft friendſhip is bro- 
ken off by abſence,and want of viſication, 
ſo that they who were not — ſince 
higheſt in our thoughts arc utterly for- 
gotten 
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gotten, belides , wherein can a friend 
rofit, who is diftant from anocher, even 
thren become as it were unnaturall 
when thus ſeparated : we confeſs that 
letters may ſupply this defect, yet writing 
doth not ſo much delight and enliven, ag 
diſcourſe, papers are mute, if any doubt 
arife they cannot frame a ready anſwer, 
but where a man appeares, he can reſolve 
all Queliions, ſatisfe all ſcruples. 
Wherefore the Brethren of the R. C. 
thought it moſt expedient , if not altoge- 
ther requiſite to meet at leaſt once if the 


eare in a certain prefixed place: This 
was ic is the third in order, ſo alſo in 
Dignity, by which the true Pythagorian 
aſſembly is obliged to appearancezneicher 
is their meeting vaine and to gaze upon 
tach other, for they do imitate. the rule 
of Pythagorat,who en joined h's Schollers 
every day to examine themſelves, where 
they had been, and what good memora- 
ble act they had performed : ſo the Bre- 
thren of the R. C. at their convention re- 
ate what rare cures they have done,what 
8 they have made in the Arts and 
clences, and obſerve how their practice 
agrees wich their principles; and if any 
new knowledge conticmed by often expe- 
H 2 rien ce 
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rience comes to them, they write it in 
Books that it may ſafely coine to the 
hands of their ſucceſſors: Thus true and 
certain learning is encreaſed till at length 
it ſhall attaineto ion. 

This Schoole is not like to Ariftotlefor 
there were ent wrangling diſputes, 
one oppoſing the other, and perhaps both 
the Truth, however they have no Queſti. 
ons free from debate, not contradicted by 
ſome of the ſame ſect: for example 

What is the ſoul of man ? whether the 
Firſt Act, or — elſe, whether 
gv, or irreaixia whether born, ge- 
nerated, or infuſed, given from heavy 
and taany Thouſand ſuch fobberies, 
at length they reſt in Opinion. 

— — — . — Methode 
to regulate tes, and ſu termet, 
whereby —— 1 — 
and willingly ſhut their ey es: Let them 
diſcuſs to wearineſs, the nature and ork 
ginal of Metalls, and whether there can 
be a tranſmutation, and who will be bet- 
ter informed and fatisfied / Thus idle 
Diſputation is a ſport of Wit, and on 
a recreation of Fancy, no ſolid and 
Truth is to be found out by it. 
A certain Philoſoper hearing ſome di- 

pute 
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pute What Vertue it, made anſwer chat 
as they could not come to an end of the 
Queſtion, fo neither to the uſe thereof : 
it any one proſeſſes hemſelſe to have skill 
in Phyficks, why then doth he not let the 
world ſee what he can doe? and laying 
aide vain bablings the great work 
of natural tincture, but by chance he will 
erly deny that there is any ſuch thing 
to be out, and hereby gets a cloak 
for his ignorance, for he will cenſure all 
which he knowes not. 
- But who will call him an horſman, 
bien: Soak, —— 
im a Smich, who never t 
Art ? and why ſhould we eſteeme him a 
Philoſopher, who hath never experienced 
his philoſophy , but hath — 
ſome fooliſh and fantaſtical k | 
But ſome may here object that one part 
of Philoſophy is contemplative, to which 
s and —— doe re- 
late, the other confifts in A o which 
Ethicks and Politicks doe . Plato 
— 2 tor — were 
t to e Subjects, as Arithma- 
tick to Numbers, Muſick to Geo- 
metry to Meaſures, but we muſ 


| ledge that he in this was envious to man- 


kind, 
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kind, and in his pa ſſion prevailed/ over; 
his tea em: For what  proficeth it any 
man by meer tpeculation to virw the mil, 
tiries of God and Nature ? + iy it a more 
coinmendable thing to thinke well, then 
tp be good? the fam: holds trne in Phys»: 
ſicks,for barely to contemplate of it is as: 
unuſeſull, fo abiurd and ridiculous, how 
can you call that a true Cauſe of which: 
you never/fawan effect? Thero hath bern 
ſome arccient Fhiloſophets who have fears: 
ched after experimental knowledge, and 
fiadied more: Nature then Art, more the 
thing, then the ſigniſica tion and Name, as 
the Magitlans amongſt the Perſiant, the 
Bracnianes 4lnidit the Inn, and the 
pri eſis in Ey: and now the Brethren of! 
E. C. in Genn. Thus wee fee plainly! 
they meer fora good end, for each Court 
bath its appointed time in which juſtice 
way be duehy entcuted, and ho wrong 
further heightwed : The Brethren aſſem⸗ 
ble to vindicate abuſed Nature, to ſettle 
Truth in ber power, and chiefly chat they” 
may wich one accord retura thanks 0. 
God for revealing ſuch nayſteries to them: 


ik any 7 —— to.am high — 


Serre 
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will immediately put him out as one 
lleightin ble favours and ſcorning of 
Him : fo fince God hath been pleaſed to 
honour theſe Brethren with ſuch rare en- 
dowments, and they ſhould not appeare 
to ſhew their gratitude, He might juſtly 
take from them His Talent, and make 
them ſubjects of His wrath. 

This Law hath a Limication if they 
cannot appeare, they muſt either by o- 
+ |thers their Brethren, or by letters tell che 
cauſe of their abſence, for infirmity, fick- 
neſs, or any other extraordinary caſualty 
nay hinder their journey. 

Wee cannot ſet down the places where 
they meet, neither the time, I have ſome- 
times obſerved Olympick Houſes not far + 
| {from a river and a known City which 
; {wee think is called S. Spiritzs, I meane - 
Helicen or Perneflus in which Pegaſiu o- 
pened a ſpring of everflowing water, 
| {wherein Diana walli d her ſelſe, to whom + 
| Venus was handmaid, and Saturue Gentle» - 
man- uſher : This will ſufficiently inſtruct 

in Intellgent reader, but more confound 
N ignorant. 
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C HA. XV. 


Concerning the fourth Law, that every, 


Brother ſball chuſe a fit perſow for bis 
Succeſſour after his deceaſe, that the 
Fraternity may be continued, 


Al things in the world have their vi- 
ceflirud;s & changes, what was to day 
is not to morrow, and this appears moſt 
of all in mankind, who are as ſure once 
to die, as they at preſent do live, where-, 
* fore God out of his heavenly Providence 
granted Generati n and propagation, 
that though Indivicualls do periſh, yet 


the Species may ſtill be preſerved. And. | 


this is that innate principle which is ghe 
Cauſe of Multiplication, fo tha: hoe | 
Annimals, Minerals, and man the noble 

Creature ſhall to the end of the world be 
encreal'd, Many phioſophers have com- 
plained of the ſhortneſs of mans life, who 
though he be more excellent then others, 
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et he lives not their ages. The Eagle, 
— raven, the Lion and what not, dures 
longer then man, as though Nature was 
aftepmother to him, and the others were 
her true progeny, 

Wherefore ſince that the Brethren, be- 
ing Mortals, muſt certainly once ceaſe to 
be; and undergoe the common Lot of 
their Nature; their wife Lawmaker did 
not rafhly make this Law, that each Bro- 
ther ſhoald choſe to himſclfe a fic perſon 
tobe his Succeſſour: in which choice they 
donot look to the obligations of friends, 
their natural relation neither to Sonnes 
or Brethren, but purely to Qualifications, 
as Learning, ſecrecy, Piety and other 
ſuch like endowmencs. 

Amongſt the Egyptians the ſonnes did 
not onely inherit their Fathers eſlate, but 
uſed the ſame trade and imployment, the 


Sonne of a potter, was a potter, a Smiths 


(onne was a Smith: But the Kings were 
choſen out from amonegft the Priefts, the 
Pricſts from amidſi the Philoſophers, and 
the Philofophers were alwaies Sonnes of 
Philoſophers, but many times there = 
ned a great difference — parts between 

Son and Father z outward Goods may be 
fonveyed to poſterity, and the * 
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be his Fathers heire, but the gifes of mind, 
eſpecially ſuch as this Fraternity hath, 4s 
rarely by Generation communicated to 
the ang He that ſhall be enduced 
either by entreaty, or hired with money 
to reveale ought to any one, but a truly 
vertuous man, doth injure the firſt Giver 
of ſuch a Talent, the Lawgiver and the 
whole Fraternity, for perhaps enemies 
thereby would be able to further their de- 
ſignes, God would be diſhonoured, and 
vertue baniſhed. | 
The Philoſophers would have my fteriry 
revealed to none but choſe, whõ God him 
ſelf (hall enlighten, that their underflan» 
dings being refined, they may apprehend 
the deepeſt ſayings & proſoundeſt ſecrer! 
Qthers ſay, that we muſt not truſt him 
wich whom we have not eaten a Bufſhell 
of Saltzthat is, him with whom they have 
not had much converſe to the fure ex 
ricnce of his abilities and ſaĩth, ſor friend- 
ſhip is not to be compared to Horfes that 
hear price according as they are young, 
but to wine and Gold which are bettered 


by Age: So the Brethren entertain no 


man to be a. member of the Praternity, 
but men of approved parts, and very ver- 
There 
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There were certain rites and Ceremo- 
nes done at Athens in the honour of pro- 
metbews, Vnican, and Minerva after this 
manner: many were appointed to run in- 
to the City wich lighted torches, and he 
whoſe light was out, gave place to the o- 
thers, fo that the victory was obtained b 
him who could come firſt at the goal wit 
his flaming torch: The meaning was to 
expreſs the propagation of ſecrets for the - 
putting out of the torch is the death of a 
predeceſſour, ſo that another living with 
his lighted torch ſucceeds him, by which - 
meanes the rare mytteries of Chymiftry. - . 
come ſafe to after generations. 

Chymiſtry indeed is a Science above all 
Sciences, the Minerva that ſprang from- 
Jupiters braine, an heavenly ray which - 
doth diſplay ic ſelfe to the comforting of 
things below : This is the birth of the- 
underſtanding , whoſe propagation is as - 
neceffary as that of the : we may 
obſerve the antipathy of ſome bodies to 
others, and we may ſee as great difference 
I minds : mens difpoſitions are to be 
ſally known, leaſt a ſword be put into a 
mad mans hand; for a good thing may 
beevilly uſed, as wholfome wine put into 
2 ſlink ing cazke doch change b _ 
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and taſte: Armborredes boaſted that if he 
could fix his foot in a ſure place, he could 
by his kill move the whole world, and 
what would not ill affected perſons do if 
they were matters of ſuch ſecrets? doubt» 
leſs they would endeavour the accom» 
pliſnment of all their wicked devices. 

Some may aske why they have ſuch an 
Election, and do nat rather let their 
knowledge be buried with them (or if not 
ſo unworthy) why do they not print, that 
every one may have, read, and underftand 
their myſter ies, or elſe why do they not 
chuſe more to augment the Fraternicy # 
we {hall anſwer to each of them to ſatisfic 
thoſe thus do Queſtion. 

. Furſt, why do they ſelect a few perſons? 
and will not have their ſecrets periſh? we 
anſwer, there is good reaſon for both. 
Anguſizs Ceſar would nat ſuffer the Eneads 
of Virgi/l co be burnt although he had de- 
ſigned ic ſo by his will, lcaſt Romes glory 
ſhould (ſuffer thereby, and yet this Poet 
as Homer amongſt the Greciens had in- 
ſtead of Truth produced fitions : And 
is there not a greater cauſe why Brethren 
of the R. C. ſhould endeavour the kee 
in memory ſuch ſecrets / may this lear« 
ning never be forgotten in which there 

are 
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are no Fables but true devine experi- 
ments. 


7 By may woefully lament the loſs of 


s which being wric have unhappily 
been burnt, not writ have been forgotten, 
therefore for prevention of both it is con- 
yenient that ſhonld be entruſted in a 
few hands, and by thoſe careful be trans- 
mitted to others. Before the flood, the 
Arts were engraven on two pillars leaft 
either fire or water ſhould blot them our, 
and afterward (as ſome write) the Caba- 
Iyſtical Art was found out, and by word 
of mouth communicated, and the Rabbis 
have at this day rather a ſhadow then the 
ſubſtance of that Science. 

The Heathens had their Colledges in 
which were admitted none but ſuch as 
were of an unblam. able converſation and 
of choice parts;ſo that every one who was 
educated in a Scholaftick way was not 
thought a fic perſon to be of their Socie- 
tier, but they would picke of the moſt a- 
ble and they were few, the which rule is 
obſerved by the Fraternity of the R. C. 
who admitted few and thoſe upon good 
deſert. 

In the next place we come to the rea- 
ſon wby they do not printand make their 

knowledge 
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N lick ? there are many 
things in Policy, more in Divinity, not 
pm + — to ſee the 
I are to be kept in private breaſts; 
— thereby ſome have —— of the fe 
crets of the Commonwealth, no one yet 
durſt reveale the myſteries of God. Alex- 
ander the great being in Egypt learned of 
Leon the prieſt, that the Gods there and 
thoſe which were every where elſe wor. 
ſhipped as Jupiter, Dionyſins , Mars and 
others were no Gods, and He by letter 
informed his mother, but commanded 
that the Letter ſhould forthwith be con- 
ſecrated to Vulcan, leaſt the multitude a- 
dor ing thoſe Gods ſhould run into con- 
fufion : ſo likewiſe in Nature if their 
myſteries were knowne, what would be- 
come of order?bur indeed how can that be 
called a ſecret which is — * many; 
th many ma 
— — SIS ez * 
— ſuch command over themſelves as 
to them, who will tie bis tongue 
cad deny himſelfe che liberty he might 
otherwiſe enjoy ? very few will let their 
words by long abiding there corrupt in 
there mouths, an ancient ch wy 
being accuſed of a ſtinking breath, * 
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that J was cauſed by letting ſecrets putri- 
fie in Ic. : 

Why all who are deficous of the Fra- 
ternity are not choſen, is not their fault, 
but the others lottery : in courts they are 
ſooneſt oted who are moſt pleafing 
to their Princes, and they who are known 

'd before the firangers, although 


their parts be better deſerving, but of this 


Law enough. 


CHAP, XVI. 


The fift Law : that the letters R. C: 
ſhall be their ſeale, Character, and 
Cognixance. 


* Egyptian hed two ſorts of letters, 
the one holy called Hierogly phicks, 
onely known to the Prieſts z the other 
prophane — known : The Holy 
were the i af Animal vegetables, or 
mathematical Figures engraven in mar- 
ble, which yet are to be ſtene at Rome be- 
ing 
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ing yet brought whole chither in Augufut 
his raigne, for the impreſſion being in- 
ward, it will endure long. The Proflune 
were made by. lines, as the Greeke and 
Hebrew, the Priefts uſed both the one to 
— C — _ to the wiſe 
and learned. Hi yphicks were 
and Characters of — — 
none might expound to others under 
oath and the pleaſure of the Gods. 

unior Philoſophers have employed 
all their paines and ſtudy to finde out the 
meaning of theſe Hieroglyphicks : the 
« Phenix (properly belonging to Chy- 
« miſtry ) was accounted a creature dedica* 
ted to the Sun, and this Embleme agrees 
to all the holy marks: ſo likewiſe the 
E. C. have diverſe letters to diſcover their 
minds to their friends, and to concłale it 
from others, 

Their Characters are R. C. whit h they 
uſe that they may not be without Name, 
and every one according to his N 
may put an Interpretation upon the let- 
ters, as ſoone as their firft writing come 
forth ; ſhortly after they were called Kofie 
Crucians, for R.may ſtand for Roſes and 

C. for Croſs, which appellation yet re- 
maines, although the ten have Jar 
c 
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clared that thereby they Symbolically 
mea ne the Name of their firſt Author, If 
one man could pierce into anothers breaſt 
and eſpie his thoughts, we ſhould need 
neither words nor writings; bur this be» 
ing denied us, and onely granted to An- 
„ we muſt ſpeake and write each to o- 
ther, Theſe Letters do contain the whole 
Fraxernicy,and ſo darkly, that you cannot 
by cheir Names know their families, by 
theic families know their perſons, by their 
perſons learn their ſecrets. | 
Each order hath its Formalicies and 
coat of Armes or Embleme, The Rhodi- 
ans have the double crofs, they of Bur gun- 
4 the golden fleece; others a Garter, in 
honour of a woman who loſt her garter in 
a dance, The Brechren have the letters 
R. C. and as ſome of the others are Hiero- 
8 and ſerve to cover myfteries ; 
o the Brethren have a particular intenti- 
on in this. I am no ſoothſayer, no pto- 
phet, yet under favour | have ſpoken to 
the purpoſe in my other books: for R. 
bgnifies Pegaſus, C. Iulium if you look not 
to the letter but right 2 * 
have a Key to open ſecrets, and artain the · 


; | true knowledge thereof. D. wwnel. cli. v. 
%% bke x, underftand if thou canſt, thou 
needft make no further ſearch: Is not this + 

I a 


: a Clatwof the Roſy Lion, a 
, crene? and yer I have not 
„Faithful as public their holy Jn bm 
for no man can picke — thing · dut of |, 
- unleſs he is very silful 

and things. Some out of proper — 
will make 2 es pears incl 

in R. C. the Rofy 

He, He, Bben, inthe me . 


[blerermeſs, joy aud ſorrow, ſor to lives. 
midſt Roſes, and under a croſſe are two 


30 A ſo there whole Hfe is but a conti 


then Roe in it: Baut I rather take R. for 
che ſübſtantial part, C. for the Adjeſti 


Great C. his Succeſſors were wont 
hund ſeahs, and to ſet them to their ſub- 
Aen. it was meet that the Brethren 


bre ler Tngenious perſons jadge of 
Ausgram, 
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ter and a complaint, ſweernefs uu 


contrary — 8. 5. — about to be 
borne part acts, partly 
1 1 ug moſt com 

monmly to ſhed teures, and rarely doe w- 


ſorrow, and have more of the Croſs 


h ich holds not good in that Interpret 
tion of the Roſy-Crofle, 
» The Ceſars of Germany, Charles d 


Id not be deficient in this, —.— 


Pol: 
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For in this 
R. C. art - 
— HA 

igence 

: fiude out dhe 

aal: 1 

none I 

will hs by 

fooliſh as to 

| thinke any 
ü vertue to lie 
ja hloFiguce, as it ſuſpeated ro be in the 

Reef Abrecadabra 355 e mean nothing 

TE our ver- 


12 but we Hade 
and let others h 
tas andher herb But we = 
not words; but look more alter . 
for things ſhould be although they — | 
— — — words are without * - 
vain and'infigotficant. : »When.a eqn |; 
King th reatned de Lidcdviewd for 
1 letter, and defired a ſpeedy anſwer, 
ſenedack, one, theſelegers O 7, by 


one meaning that they would Not. by 
other chat they valued nov his thrrats 


one Jots ſo that muleitude of words ate 


oftentimes ta no purpoſe, and —— 
rying weight in them may beſufficienc. 
Hence 9 of cke letter are 


not 
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not to be ſleighted, R. RA 
. and the middle, L. Le 


thing in man ng 
an acceptable Mrik 
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CN Ax. XVII. 


Concerning the fixt and Laſt Law, 
which is, that the Fraternity of the 
R. C. ſballbe concealed an hundred 


yeers. 
Hen the common people take no- 


Wi of the ſecret managing of 
puclick affaires, they becauſe of their ig 


norance, ſuſpect it to be a plot upon them, 
and ——— it, as not fitting to ſee 
the Sun ; for treacheries and wickednefſe 
defires the night and darkneſſe to cover 
and conceal „and therefore atiou 


are bad becauſe they are —— 
Beñides the rude multicude many gre 
yer 


Fibe Roſecruciane. 117 


ver heads have — called 
rent things 5 e other 

rough ſaying, if chey be vertuous, why 
ſhould they not be known that they may 
be embraced by honeft men ? 

as if all lawfull ſecrets becauſe of their 
lawfulnefſe were to be made publicke : 
would it not ſavour of folly if a Princes 
treaſure becauſe it was rightly gained 
ſhould therefore be expoſed co all men ? 
ſurely ſuch an opinion would onely be- 


. come a thiefe and robber. 


39 Lira et 


The Brethren are thought guiley of 
concealing themſelves, for they might 
obably doe more good if they were 
— becauſe they ſhould be ſought 
after, and have — — put into 
their hands, and why will they keep cloſe 
doth their perſons and place; but let us 
conſider that they travel; and they, as all 
wiſe men elſe, acknowledge no particular 
Countrey, but the whole world to chem 
is as their own native ſoile, now in tra- 
vel diverſe entertainments are tobe found, 
much flattery, little fincerity , much falſ- 
hood and deceit, no truth, honeſtly : 
He whois knowne by his Family, name, 
or office may be taken notice off to his 

diſadvantage. 
13 The 
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' The Scripture calls men pilgritines ho 
have no true countrey and home but hes 
ven z fo that men are ſttangers and tra« 
vel lonrs in — — 1 in their inhe- 
ritances, 2 then may they net 
fcarcely 2 
not abide long? Their actions are ſuch 
as become thoſe who hope to appeare 
- and ſhine in Heaven though they are ob- 
ſcure below. 
How great is their madneſs who ſpend 
their times in drunk enneſſe and glutcony, 
who are knoten by their vices 3 of imitate 
him who boaſted that he never ſaw che 
riſing or ſeting Sun, and had ho God but 
his Belly: whatever is rare and brought 
from tar Countreys chat they deſire to 
cate, as though the whole world in ſhort 
time Gould be devoured by the filling 
their gutts more their braines; pers 
haps, theſe may have Rational fouls; but 
ſo clogd that they cannot ſoate aloft who 
drink not, eat net that they may live, bu 
live to drink and eat, 

The Lacc4emmiaus placed drunkards 
before a company of children, that they 
ſeeing the abomimable naughtineſſe and 
deformity, might ſum and hate that vice, 
as Lycurgus commanded : but ſuch brafffy 

perſons 
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wha perſons do very often draw is others who 
— — company, and their ſight is too 
oo dangerous and deſſructive. 
inhe. | | Wherefore tuch vices ſhould be covered 
| at filthy, that others may not be provo- 

all |ked and ſlirred up to the like enormities ; 
nay let ſuch things not onely be conceal'd 
but buried, things more profcable 
de uſed in their roome ; But fall good 
and honeft ſecrets were brought to light, 
dare ſay, the Fraternity of the R. C. 
rony, would not be the laſt as having no cauſe 

? [of fear upon them, but 1 doubt whether 

yer we (hall fee thoſe —＋ 

There are many things bad which by- 
cuſtome have been in good efteeme, and - 
the continuance of yice makes it be. 
thought at length Vertue : The Brethren - 
would give no occafion of ſuſpicion, for 
thac which is not known, cannot be pra» 
Aiſed ; without praftiſe no cuſtome z 
without cuſtome no ſuch miſtake, al- 
though their being altoggrher honeſt need 
not be ſo cenſured or entertained. 
Beſides, perhaps the Firſt Author by 
the Law that the Fraternity ſhould be 
concealed an hundred years, would give 
the world time to lay aſide their vanities, 
folly and madneſſe, and by that * 
14 e 
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be fitted to receive ſuch — 7 

And truly every man that hath eyes 

may ſee a great and happy change inthe 

world, that many rare inventions are 

diſcovered, many abuſes in the Arts recti- 

fied ; and that they ſhall ſhine to perfecti- 

on, and what then ſhould hinder but that 

the name of the Fraternity ſhould be pub- 

- - » Jiſhed in their Fame Confeſſione and other 

- books ? 

Two hundred years are paſt fince the 

» firft Law was made, viz. 46 A. C. 1413 

. in A. G. 1613, about which time the 

. + * Fama came forth. : although there is no 

cleare maniteſtation of the diſcovery, yet 

it may ſufficiently be gathered out of it, 

and afterwards the tombe of the firſt Au- 

, « thor being opened, which was A. C. 1604 

, » © Which adde the years of the prophetic, 

after 120 years I will be known, for 106, 

, « «b A. C. 1378. doe make 1484. and al- 

, + terwards 120 doe make 1604: Some 

having this froggcheir Predeceſſours have 
certainly affirmed this Truth. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


Concerning the advantage or diſad- 
vantage ariſing to Learning from 
the totall concealment, or diſcovery 
(as now is) of the Fraternity of the 


Cannot imagine that any man can juſt- 

ly accuſe me for my prolixity on the 
the Lawes of the R. C. perhaps ſome may 
ſuck ſpider like out of wholſome flowers 
deſtructive poiſon; and that which to o- 
thers is pleaſant and ſweet, to them diſ- 
affected may ſeeme loathſome and ugly: 
they erring and being vaine — 
ſcoffe and laugh at our Fraternity, ſcorn - - 
their lawesz ſay they,what benefit ſhall we 
receive from the diſcovery of them ? in- 
deed we doe heare that many under that 
title doe abuſe themſelves, and cheat o- 


thers, for by ſuch relations they vent their 


ſophiſticated drugs, and confuſe all me- 
thode in medicine. 1 
- 
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We do not deny but that the beſt thing 
may be abuſed, but that is not to be char- 
upon the thing ic ſeIfez but upon the 
perſon ſoimploying ofit : ſo none can 
truly ſay that the Fraternity and Lawes 
thereof are unlawful, whoſe infticution 
and intention may be ＋ but yet 
ent lous perſons who have devoted them- 
ſelves to malice may carpe at them; and 
endeavour the differs ion of mens 
minds, wherefore in this Chapter we will 
ſbew the profit and diſprofit ariting either 
from them detected or concealed, 

There are four kinds of Good, Necefs 
ſary, Honeſt, Pleaſant and Probable, by 
each of them men may bedrawn to the 
affectatĩon or diſrcliſh of any Subject; the 
two firſt amongſt theſe have the prehemi- 
nency, the others are of leſs auchoricy;but 
yervery often the latter prevaile above the 
fiſt, and many had rather enjoy pleaſure 
and profic ſutable to their natures z then 
the others as being ſomewhat harſh, 
wherefore we will treat of them, but not 
as ſeparated from neceſſary and honefſ 


To what parpoſe ſhould there be ſuch 
a Society, if the profit and beneſit there- 
of ſhould be wholly concealed? the Ethi- 


opiani 
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opians and Indians having never heard of- 
r Fama and Confeſhon are not taken 
with the Fraternicy, but if they ſhould 
believe that there is ſuch a ſelect 

of men, yet they would be heedleſs, be- 
eauſe they ſhould receive no advamtage by 
them : we care not for the richeſt, minds, ii 
we cantiot enjoy them, and affaires tran» 
{lated at a great diftance from us, are nov 
thing to us, we do not take notice how the 
Judiars fight, and they negle& our Arts. 
It che Fraternity had not made known 
themſelves; there might ſeeme to have no 
great damage thereby accrewed to lear- 
ning, fince it is not more augmented ; for 
heretofore cure of diſeaſes, and preſerva- 
tions of health were practiſed and profeſ- 
fed, the Sciences have been ſo refor- 
med, eſpecially the laſt hundred years 
paſt, that they have attained their urmoſt 
perfection: On the contrary if the Fra- 
teruity had been concealed, many might 

have great hopes and expectations of 
fir, for all kind of curiofity had been laid 
#fide, men would not have vexed them- 
ſelves with ſearching — after 
them,whom they ſhould the greateſt 
difficulty hardly find, ſo many defires 
had not been unfatizfied, ſo many — 
mes 
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miſes fruſtrated, ſo many ſighs and teary 
vain: laftly, no occafion of confufion, 
hut, becauſe all theſe. things are ſo falſe 
and abſurd we ſhall not think them wor- 
thy of an anſwer; we (ball therefore pro- 
ceed to the profit of the Fraternity as it is 
detected and made known, There is in 
the world ſuch an abundance of all 
things by che diverſity of Species; multi- 
tude of Individualls that it is almoft im- 
poſſible to diſcerne either their increaſe 
or decay. Hence is it that perſons of 
Quality being taken away by death are 
not miſt, becauſe others do ſucceed them, 
and the — Sun makes us take little 
notice of the Ser. 

Had the Fraternity not been diſcove- 
red, the world had lacked nothing; for 
that which is unknown is not defired and 
ſought after, & the abſence of ir is no loſs, 
and we doubt not but that there are very 
many ſuch things in nature: who ever drea 
med of anew world now called America 
before it was found out? who thought of 
uſefulneſs of writing and printing till 
they were invented? but now it is ſuffici- 
ciently known what benefit the whole 
world receives by them, although chere 
ſeemed before to be no want. . 

or 
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| For as no line is ſo long, nor any body ſo 


big, to which ſomething cannot be ad- 
ded z ſo the perfection of the world was 
not ſo abſolute but that ic was capable of 
addition. 

Thus the detection of the Fraternity 
did encreaſe the worlds glory, and we 
ſhall ſuew after what manner, viz, by re- 
vealing ſecrets and finding. out others 
2 conducing to the profit of man- 

nd. . 

The Poets report of Auteus that he fighs 
ting with Hercules, and by him beaten oſ- 
ten to the ground, did as often recover 
himſelf by vertue received from the touch 
of the earth ( for he was thought to be - 
Sonne of the earth) by which help he was 
8 he — — Her- 
cules,who finding out this m caught 
him in his armes and holding bi in the - 
aire cruſhed him to death. By Hercules. 
is underſtood. a laborious and skilfull. 
Philoſopher, by Anteus the ſubje& to be 
wrought upon in which are con 
Qualifications : This matter is not eafl 
known, becauſe it lies hid every where, 
and at the ſame time lies open, underſtand - 
the firſt in reſpe& of mens intellecti, the- 
ther in reſpect of Senſe, and 144 

gown 
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known, yet the Preparation is ſo diftica]t 
little good can be ed; The Philo- 
. Jophical! earth is his Parent whoſe vertut 
is nat caſly attained, Hence it is that 


. this Anteys is ſecretly ſlrengthned 

| bis er, and ſo all endeavour of kil- 

Ing Anten is in vain and to no purpoſe.” 
travel 


Therefore Ofjris being about 
into bud did not unadviſedly copfult 
. wich Prometheus, joyn Mercury as 2 GU. 
veruour, and Hercgles as Preſident of the 
: Provi by whoſe direction and his 
- own he alwaies accomplifhed his 
. end, he nfed Yulcans hop, the golden 
. houſe where Apis is fed and nouriſhed, for 
- thoſe chree — ave' theit fe- 
verall offices in the Phi 
- bar ſome may ſay what is this to the Fra+ 
„ teeniry ofthe R. C. it apper- 
. . gines to pany for they have overcome 
Aan; ey have fufficiently declared 
their Herculran ſtrength, the wit of Mer- 
. enry, and the Providence of Prometbens'; 
This, cis js the knowledge in which the 
"Fraternity is killed, fetched from the in- 
I of nature; which to pep» 
Jet or to kffer to petiſh were folly and 
. madneſs: There is noChymift who un- 


loſophical worke: 
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They who take a voyage tb the Eaft« . 
Juliet, aannat be without ſweet freſh 
water, andl if they, finde out a {privy 1 
take a {peciall notice of it, {ec it down 
heir writings, that others travelling that 
way may enjoy the like benefit, much 

ter — is «here that n the Philo- 

voya ge, having gotten a 

ſending forth pleasant (fireames, which - 
can aaſily quench ahicft and daxighe, bow- 
great gcaſon is thee chat this ſhould be 
highly eſtee mod. and valued : I mean here 
the Fhiloſaphers living water and noc 
any dead, which when once attalned, the 
Ahule !hyfinefle will ſucceed e for, the - 
whale work is perfefted by  @neartilice, . 
by owe Way, bye fire which ig nul. 
(noe naglacting the other three, unnatu- 
ral, nature and occalional) in n 
waſſell, at one me, with one 
which tnuſt be. cautiauily underflagd. - 
2. The Bock Malwaies in the hand and - - 
minde of the Fraternity, and tranſmitted · 
fill co poſterity, doth ſufficiently lay o 
pen the knowledge of this Nature, in- 
which Book is contained the perfection ol 
all che Arts, beginning with the Heavens 


and deſcending to lower Sciences, For the 


mind of a wiſe man covets after the Know- 
ledge 
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» tedge of all truths, to conſute errours, and 
to adorne it ſelſe with glory and excel- 7 
lency, but this is not obtained by idle 
, vain Speculation; but by diligent practiſe 
. which is the onely true wiſdome: 3.1 
; have ſpoken enough before of their teme. 
, dies for the cure of diſeaſes. 4- The Bre- 
-.thren laſtly have a ſecret of incredible 
-. vertue, by which they can give Piety, 
, - Juſtice and truth the u and in an 
perſon whom they affect, and ſi 
the vices, but it is not my duty to ig 
expreſs what this is : I beſeech the Great th 
God who governeth the whole world by | ſei 
. his providence, ſo to diſpoſe of all things gi 
- » that ſach myfleries may never be loft, bur | to 
chat the whole world may receive benefic i 
. ory and that hereafter men may not th. 
think it ſofficienc ſuperficially to look in- ha 


to nature ; but ä into it 
e 


have more know the Center, un 
and praiſe him alwales for his Goodneſi. che 
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CHAP. XIX. 

That many Fables bave paſſed under 
the name of the Fraternity, raiſed 
by the multitude who alwaies miſe 
judge of that mhich they doe mot 
underſtand. | 


t cannot be otherwiſe, the Fraternity 
being in reſpect of it ſelfe well known, 

in reſpe& of the perſons thereof concea· 
led, but that many ftrange, horrible, and 
incredible ſalſities ſhould be caſt upon 
— : for it we hear, _ or 1. any other 
enſe have experienced any thing, yet in 
diſcourſe this will be altered, if not al- 
together changed, becauſe he that relates 
will either adde or diminiſh; and the o- 
ther not apprehending it aright, or per- 
haps failing in memory, or for i 
en favouring or envy ing the buſineſs, will 
—— rt it: They who want 
thoſe two ies of memory and judg- 
ment are not competent judges in matters 
of ſo great concernment ; what can 2 
blind witneſs athirme that he ſaw? one 
deaf that he heard ? or one not capable 
of underftanding that he apprehended? for 
all cheſe miſtake one thing for another, 
they blame the ſubje& and not them- 
"= ſelvesz 
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ſelves; they ſupooſe all things as low as 
their parts, and becauſe they want abilj- 
ties , they acknowledge no deficiency : 
whoever they are who ignorantly or ma- 
liciouſly doe caft out any words aiming 
thereby to wrong the Fraternity, doe 
onely expoſe themſelves z but let theſe 
geeſe kept onely to fill the belly leave off 
ro hifſe at our Swans: The water of 

which we now ſpeak, is not that in which 
filhes doe ſwimme ; neither is this a fit 
ſtudy for ſuch doltes and blocks. Leave off 

to diſcover what you are by your idle 

words : Learned and wiſe men are not 

cenſured by them, and why ſhould they 

receive evill for good ? But ſome may 

aske, what Fables are thus vented againfi 

the Fraternity ? we anſwer, that many 

have detracted and traduced their inno- 

cent Fama and harmleſs confeſſion, that 
they have accounted them Heretickt, Ne- 
cromancers, deceivers , diftarbers of the 
Commonwealth: O harſh times, O evill 
manners! what is the world come to 
when lande rs ſhall paſs for Truths, and 
they who devote themſelves to God, holi» 
neſs, and make the Scripeure their Rule, 
ſhall be called kereticks, when chey who 
Rady the depths of Nature ſhall be tl 
counted conjurert, when they who make 
it 
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it their buſineſs to doe good to others, 
ſhall be eſteemed cheaters; lafily when 
they who doe to their utmoſt power ad- 
vantage their Countrey, ſhall be held the 
greateſt enemies thereot ? 

Ican think theſe abſurd railors to be 
none others then thoſe who are imployed 
in che diftillacion of ſimple waters for A- 
pothecaries; they hate nothing more 
then learning, and count themſelves ſo 
much happier by how much more igno- 
rant; and ſome ( I confels) acting from 
a more noble and divine principle, have 
enlarged minds, willing and defirous to 
contain the Univerſe, who doe not onely 
imploy their time in ſtudy and meditati- 
on, but experiment what they learne; 
a wiſe man endeavours after the know- 
ledge of all chiags; as a Prince hath intel - 
ligence of all tranſa&ions, and as by the 
one he is diſtinguiſhed from a fool, ſo by 
the other from a peaſant 3 But the Fra- 
ternity doe imitate both, ſo that nothing 
is wanting to hinder their perſection. 

As for that reproach they lie under 
concerning their diſturbing of the Com- 
monwealth, it is altogether falſe and by 
them coined; therefore let it return upon 
the firſt broachers of it, to whom it pro- 
perly belongs as being their owne: they 

K 2 might 
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me ur complain of ſuch jadignitiey 
offered to them, but they account it ver- 
, tuous to ſuffer. 

That there are ſo many Hereſies a» 
broad in the world, is not to be charged 
upon the holy Scriptureʒbut the obſtinacy 
of men forcing the text to confirme their 
will, is to be check d ; ſo it is no fault of 
the Fraternity that they are abufed , but 
theirs who are ſo wicked as to calumni- 
ate them; for if to accuſe any man were 
ſufficient to prove him guiley, juſtice and 
injugice, truth and falſhood, white and 
black would not be diſfinguiſhed, which 
is altogether unreaſonable. 


CHAP. XX. 
That the Brethren of the R. C. doe 
neither dreame of , hope for, or in- 
deavour any Reformation int the 
world by Religion , the converſion 
of the Jewes, or by the Policies of En- 
thu — which ſeemingly would be 
eſtabliſhed by Seri pture, but that 
they both acknowledge and ſhew 
themſelves lovers of truth & juſtice. 


— 


- S that which in the day time moſt. 


runs in mens thoughts, doth in the 
night 
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night difluche and work upon their Fan- 
cies ſo every man ĩs careful to let no op- 
portunity {lip of indeavouring to accom- 
pliſh bis intention ; they who ſer their 
minds upon riches, are very laborious 
and painful to advance their eſlates; they 
who bend their thoughts to change Com- 
monwealths, to alter Religion, to inno- 
vate the Arts, make uſe of very often 
moſt deſpicable inſtruments to doe their 
bufineſs : from this ſpring head hath 
iſſued many murmuring ftreames; ſuch 
Cauſes (I ſay) have produced many tu- 
mults and conſuſons in Common- 
wealths, where men have been acted by 
vain thoughts and fooliſh dreames, as ic 
now doth evidently appeare both in the 
Anabaptiſts and Extbuſ aft : are there not 
many cven in this our age, who being 
ambicious to be ringleaders in new waics, 
inſtead of a Reformation, have diſturbed 
all order, and law ? they forſooth would 
have Religion and Learning ſuic witki 
che ir fantaſtical epinions. 

As ſoone as theſe had heard of this 
Honourable Society, they affured them- 
ſelves that their defires would have an 
happy iſſue ; for knowing that theſe Bre- 
chren were able in learning and riches, 
they doubecd not but that they would 
imploy 
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2 both thoſe talents to cauſe an 
n 


verſal Reformation in the worldʒchey 
therefore immediately promiſed to them: 


ſelves one Empire, one Religion; unity * 


and concord; but in all theſe things they 
were belyed and abufed;for they did never 
aſſert any ſuch things; neither is there 
any ground of them in their writings: 
Out of their Books ſomething may be 
gathered concerning the Reformation of 
the Arts which was indeavoured by the 


. . « firſt Author about 217. years agoe, about 


A. C. 1400. and at that time they had 
need of a Reformation ; witneſs the la- 
bour and ſtudy of eminent men who have 
to good purpoſe ſpent their time to pro- 
- mote learning, as Rudolpbus Agricola, E- 
: raſmus Roterodamis, D. Luther, Philippus 
Melancbt bonus, Theop. Paracelſus, ob. Re- 
- giomontanus, Copernicus with many others: 
and there is no doubt but the Arts may be 
more encreaſed, their luſtre more poli- 
ſhed, many more ſecrets diſcovered. But 
herein Religion is not at all concerned. 
Let Rome therefore that Whore of Bebylon, 
and her Idolatrous affecting an Ecclefias 
flical cyranny,whowith mennacies makes 
not onely inferiors,but Kings their ſlaves 
and vaſſals, who belch out PRE words 


againft che true Church of without 
| any 
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any attempt of the Fraternity, forſa 
their toies and vanities, their blaſthen® 


& prophaneſs,return into the right way; 
ſo may a reformation be produced, 2 
piety and religion ſhall flouriſh. I fear yet 
that theſe as they who are rich and po- 
werful will not judge that true which 


may any wales prejudice them, they ! 
doubt will not embrace naked Truth, ho- 


neſt ſamplicity : But ſuch Refoi mations 
belong more to God then man, who can 


turn the kearts of men at his pleaſure, and 


ſo dipole all affaires that a ſevere checke 
may be put to the growth of Popery. 
However the Brethren (as all —— 
ought ) count ic their duty to pray for 
and expect ſuch a Reformation: the bu- 
ſineſs lies more in the inlightning of the 
underſtapding, then changing the will, 
which is Gods own work; tor he glves to 
doe and will as he thinks fit: who can 
(alchough he had the power of miracles) 
convert the obſtinate Jewes, when the 
ſcripture more confounds them and be- 
comes a ſtumbling-block ? Obſerve how 
their own writings doe diſagreez how one 
thwarts. another z and yet they confider 
not that wherein is concord. As for your 
Enthuſiafts their Revelations of which 
they ſo much boaſt, are ſometimes to — 
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but — be from — — they 
not me interprecations on ſcripture, 
and when either the Devill doth detuge 
them or they are diſtracted, they count 
their conditions happy: they — 
ledge no iuperiority, though commanded 
and allowed in the Scriptures: But our 
Brethren have alwaics had oneamongf 
them as chiefe and governour rowhom 
they are obedient ; they pitty ſuch per- 
ſons whom they finde cheated and often 
poſſeſſed; laſtly, as it is impoſſible to ſe- 
parate heat from fire, ſo its as impoſhible 
to ſeparate Vertut from this Society: 
they beſtow their time in duty to God, in 
diligent of fearch of the ſeripture, in cha- 
rity, in healing gratis, in experimenting 
the ſecrets of Nature: they have the true 
Aſtronomy, the true Phyſicks, Mathema- 
. ticks, Medicine and Chy miftry by which 
they are adle to produce rare and won- 
derful effects; they ere very labourious; 
frugall, eemperare, ſecret, true; / laftly, 
—— it cheir buſineſs to be profitable and 
beneſicial to all men, of whom when we 
have ipoken the higheſt Commendations, 
we muſt confeſs our inſtfficiency to reach 


their worth. - 
FINIS. 
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